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Abstract 
In the recent time, a radio signal branded Radio Biafra 
has been in the airwaves in many states of the South-
East and South-South, Nigeria. Radio Biafra was 
originally established by the Ex-Biafran warlord, late 
Chief Chukwuemeka Odumegwu Ojukwu during the 
Nigerian Civil War of 1967-1970. The radio died with 
the war and never appeared again until early 2014 when 
a group named the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) 
revived it in the form of a pirate station. This study 
examined the reception of the said radio station and how 
its programmes have aided the separatist agenda of the 
group in the said regions. The study is anchored on 
Indoctrination theory. Cross sectional survey design 
was employed. A total of 400 respondents randomly 
drawn from 10 states that make up the defunct Republic 
of Biafra were studied. Findings indicate that signals of 
Radio Biafra are indeed received in all the states, and 
the contents promote separatist ideology in the area. 
Based on the findings of this study, it is recommended 
that while the government sustains efforts at stopping 
the station from transmission; dialogue with IPOB with 
a view to addressing some of the germane issues of their 
grievances is apt.
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Introduction 
The period between May 30, 1967 and July 10, 1970 was not the best of time for the 
people of the old Eastern and Mid-Western regions, and indeed, Nigerians at large. 
This was because of the devastating experience of the Civil War that ravaged the area 
and the country during the period. While the war lasted, both the Nigerian and Biafran 
sides adopted several measures to outdo their opponents. One of the measures 
adopted by Biafra was the establishment of the Radio Biafra, with which they 
disseminated mainly motivational messages to elicit volunteers who willingly opted 
to join in prosecuting the war out of the excitement that their side was winning 
(Aimufua, 2007).

Since the war ended, not much was heard of the radio until recently, when 
signals branded 'Radio Biafra' returned to the airwaves in many towns and villages of 
the South-East and South-South regions and on the Internet. The station was 
allegedly restored by a group known as the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB), led 
by one Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, who was born in Britain of a Nigerian parent from Abia 
state. The station propagates the belief that the government is corrupt and that the 
people of the region are marginalised, and calls for a referendum for separation of the 
people of Biafra from the Nigerian state.

The Federal Government of Nigeria has condemned the programmes of the 
station from inception. The station is not licensed to operate in Nigeria, and the 
locations of the transmitters are not known; though there are speculations that the 
radio transmits from London in the UK, or from the US, or from South Africa, where 
it is called 'mother land' station. 

Several governments' efforts at jamming the station have proved 
unsuccessful. The Federal Government of Nigeria has also outlawed the activities of 
its operators, the Indigenous People of Biafra. The group has also been proscribed 
and branded a terrorist group by the Nigerian government; a position the international 
community and many world leaders have rejected.

Indeed, the issue of the Biafran struggle for secession has continued to occupy 
front burners of national discourse, and internationally too. It is therefore expected 
that, a study on the reception of the Radio Biafra and the influence of its contents on 
the listeners would help push the frontiers of our understanding in this area and 
contribute to igniting intellectual discourse on possible ways to solving the problem, 
ensure the continued unity of Nigeria, and move the nation forward.
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Statement of the Problem  
There is a gap in the narratives around the renewed agitations for Biafra and the 
influence of the resurgent Radio Biafra in the struggle. Most discussions on the issue 
are mono-dimensional, reflecting one bias or the other. Other studies on the subject 
are historically selective, placing overwhelming emphasis on the period of the 
Nigeria-Biafra Civil War and since 1999, thereby, presenting an incomplete picture 
and neglecting the links between the current agitation for Biafra and the previous 
experiences dating to colonial days. Moreover, there has not been a satisfactory 
attention paid to the discussion of the governance issues that are at the heart of the 
renewed separatist agitation. There is therefore the need for a systematic inquiry into 
understanding why the agitation has persisted nearly fifty years after the Nigerian 
Civil War, and the influence of the Radio Biafra in the renewed struggle, as well as the 
implications of the agitation, and ways it can be addressed. This is to say that a search 
for literature on the chosen area shows paucity of intellectual academic conversations 
on the issue, except for a few on the 1967-1970 Civil War, and scanty reports in the 
news media. An attempt at filling this gap and knowledge lacuna necessitated this 
study. 
 

Study Objectives
The study's objectives are to:

1. identify the states where the signals of Radio Biafra are received in the South-
East and South-South, geo-political zones of Nigeria;

2. evaluate the level of listenership of the station in the geo-political zones;
3. identify the overriding messages of the station; and
4. To investigate the influence of the messages on the listeners.

Research Questions
The objectives shape the following research questions:

1. In what states of the South-East and South-South geo-political zones of 
Nigeria are the signals of Radio Biafra received?

2. What is the level of listenership of the station among the people of the two 
geo-political zones in Nigeria?

3. What are the overriding messages of the station?
4. In what ways do the messages influence the listeners?
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Theoretical Framework
Indoctrination Theory 
Indoctrination theory, commonly abbreviated as IT is borrowed from the field of the 
Theatrical and Performing Arts. It has its origin from a dramatic piece in which one of 
the two leading characters: 'the Reapers' and 'the Shepards' slowly and unknowingly 
indoctrinated the other. In the series, Commander Shepard has had much exposure to 
Reapers and their technology. At some point, long-term indoctrination was initiated 
on the commander. At first, it seemed that nothing at all had changed. Shepard's 
strong willpower was able to repel and delay the effects of indoctrination for a 
moderately large amount of time, but the simple resistance of mind eventually started 
to prove unfruitful. Shepard gradually began to experience the symptoms and effects 
of indoctrination as his mental barriers started to wear down. He began seeing 
hallucinations, hear strange noises, and have unusual dreams (Cugelman, 1987). 

As later expanded in the works of Cugelman (1987), the theory talks about the 
use of insidious means of corrupting organic minds, 'reprogramming' the brain 
through physical and psychological conditioning, using electromagnetic fields, 
infrasonic and ultrasonic noise, and other subliminal methods. Through this means, it 
is believed that the victim will gradually become susceptible to the suggestions being 
propagated.

Applied to this study, the theory better explains how the subtle exposure to 
Radio Biafra broadcasts has the tendency of altering the perception of the listeners 
towards the directions of the messages propagated. 

Literature Review
Pirate Broadcasting: Origin And Historical Overview 
The doctrine of national sovereignty historically has supported the proposition that a 
nation exercise exclusive and total control over activities that take place within its 
boundaries, including domestic telecommunication activities and broadcasting of all 
sorts. The existence of numerous licensing and other legislative agencies reflect a 
general acceptance of national control over the content and form of radio, television 
and other wireless broadcasting. Pirate radio or a pirate radio station is therefore, a 
radio station that broadcasts without a valid license of the government within whose 
jurisdiction it operates. Signals of a radio station can also be adjudged pirate when the 
signals illegally cross a national boundary. A broadcast may also be considered 
“pirate” due to the nature of its content, its transmission format (especially a failure to 
transmit a station identification according to regulations), or the transmit power 
(wattage) of the station, even if the transmission is not technically illegal (such as an 
amateur radio transmission) (Attoh, 2015). 
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A pirate radio is sometimes called bootleg radio (a term especially associated 
with two-way radio), clandestine radio (association with heavily politically 
motivated operations) or free radio (Kazeem, 2015). 

Historically, the term 'pirate broadcasting' began with the advent of 
regulations of the public airwaves in the United States at the dawn of the age of radio. 
Initially, radio, or wireless as it was more commonly called, was an open field of 
hobbyists and early inventors and experimenters. The United States Navy began 
using radio for time signals and weather reports on the east coast of the United States 
in the 1890s. Before the advent of valve (vacuum tube) technology, early radio 
enthusiasts used noisy spark-gap transmitters, such as the first spark-gap modulation 
technology pioneered by the first real audio radio broadcaster, Charles D. Herrold. 
The navy soon began complaining to sympathetic press that amateurs were 
disrupting naval transmissions. The May 25, 1907, edition of Electrical World in an 
article called “Wireless and Lawless” report that authorities were unable to prevent 
an amateur from interfering with the operation of a government station at the 
Washington, D.C. Navy Yard using legal means (Obuseh, 2015). 

On August 13, 1912, the “Act to Regulate Radio Communication” in the 
United States was passed. That Act gave the president legal permission to shut down 
radio stations “in time of war”; thus, during the first two and a half years of World War 
1, President Wilson tasked the US Navy with monitoring the US radio stations 
nominally to “ensure neutrality” (Aimufua, 2007). 

In Europe, Denmark had the first known radio station in the world to 
broadcast commercial radio from a vessel in international waters without permission 
from the authorities in the country that it broadcast to (Denmark in this case). The 
station was named Radio Mercur and began transmission on August 2, 1958. In the 
Danish newspaper, it was soon called a “pirate radio”, a concept that has spread to 
every part of the globe. 

Separatist Agitations 
A common definition of 'separatism' is that, it is the advocacy of a state of cultural, 
ethnic, tribal, religious, racial, government or gender separation from the larger 
group. While it often refers to full political secession, separatism groups may seek 
nothing more than greater autonomy. While some equate separatism with religious 
segregation, racist segregation, or sexist segregation, most separatists argue that 
separation by choice may serve useful purposes and is not the same as government-
enforced segregation (Ngwu, Ekwe & Chiaha, 2015).

Separatist groups practice a form of identity politics, or political activities and 
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theorizing founded in the shared experiences of injustice visited upon members of 
certain social groups. Such groups believe attempts at integration with dominant 
groups compromise their identity and ability to pursue great self-determination.

The common motivations for separatist groups are mainly as a result of 
emotional resentment and hatred for rival communities, protection from ethnic 
cleansing and genocide, resistance by victims of oppression, influence and 
propaganda by those inside and  outside the region who hope to gain politically from 
intergroup conflict and hatred, economic and political dominance of one group that 
does not share power and privilege in an egalitarian fashion, economic motivations 
such as seeking to end exploitations by more powerful groups, or conversely, to 
escape economic redistribution from a richer to a poorer group, destabilization from 
one separatist movement, giving rise to others, feeling that the perceived nation was 
added to the larger state by illegitimate means, the perception that the state can no 
longer support one's own group or has betrayed their interests, etc (Duruji, 2009). 
� However, how far separatist demands will go toward full independence, and 
whether groups pursue constitutional and nonviolent or armed violence, depend on a 
variety of economic, political, social and cultural factors, including the government's 
response. Governments may respond in a number of ways, some of which are 
mutually exclusive. Government may choose to accede to separatist demands, 
improve the circumstances of disadvantaged minorities, be they religious, linguistic, 
territorial, economic or political, allow minorities to win in political disputes about 
which they feel strongly, through parliamentary voting, referendum, settle for a 
confederation or a commonwealth relationship where there are only limited ties 
among states, and some governments unfortunately, suppress any separatist 
movement in their own country, but support separatism in other countries (Kazeem, 
2015). 

Separatist Agitations in Nigeria
Since the end of the May 30, 1967 and July 10, 1970 war, not much of secession plans 
was heard from any quota of the country particularly during the military days. But 
with the return to democracy in 1999, agitations started to build up from many ethnic 
groups in the country; underlying the fact that the foundation for Nigeria's 
nationhood remains on a shaky ground. Among the Yoruba, for instance, echoes of 
separatism come in different forms - from a direct call for Oduduwa Republic, to 
championing a Sovereign National Conference to decide if the federating units of the 
country still want to continue to live together, and, if so, under what arrangements. In 
the north, there are intermittent demands for Arewa Republic, while some talk of the 
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“north” as if it is “a country within a country”. In the Niger Delta, apart from the 
demand for Niger Delta Republic, shades of separatism are embedded in the demands 
for “resource control” by regional activists. In essence, there is a fairly generalised 
feeling of alienation and dissatisfaction among the various constituents of the 
Nigerian federation, a situation that has also deepened mistrust and incentivized 
separatist agitations. However, because there has never been a referendum in any of 
the areas agitating for separation, it is difficult to know whether the leaders of the 
various separatist groups actually reflect the wishes of the people of those areas or 
whether the agitations are mere masks for pursuing other agendas.

In the South East and some parts of the South-South dominated by the Igbo, 
the Movement for Actualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB) formed 
by Ralph Uwazuruike in 1999 began to agitate for independence shortly after the 
1999 general elections. Although MASSOB based its struggle on a non-violence 
pledge, its members, alleging provocation, have clashed repeatedly with police with 
casualties. One of such was on December 2, 2015, when protests degenerated into 
violence, two policemen and at least nine protesters, out of the thousands that had 
blocked the strategic Niger Bridge in the commercial city of Onitsha in Anambra 
State were reportedly killed, and several properties were destroyed. Since that 
incident, several protesters have been reportedly killed in clashes with security forces 
in Onitsha, Aba, Port Harcourt, Owerri and Asaba. In June 2016, the Amnesty 
International accused the Nigerian military of killing unarmed Biafra supporters in 
Onitsha ahead of their planned May 30, 2016 commemoration of Biafra.
� According to the Amnesty International, “opening fire on peaceful 
demonstrators and bystanders who clearly posed no threat to anyone is an outrageous 
use of unnecessary and excessive force”. To be sure, there is now a history of extra-
judicial killings of supporters of Biafra, which predate the present government, a case 
of January 2013, when fifty bodies believed to be Biafra supporters were found afloat 
in the Ezu River in Anambra State remains fresh in the mind; and coupled with the 
fact that none of the past and present killings have been thoroughly investigated by 
Nigerian governments (Kanu, 2015).

Be that as it may, the immediate trigger of the recent protests by Biafra 
separatists was the arrest of Nnamdi Kanu, the leader of the Indigenous People of 

thBiafra (IPOB), and director of initially web-based radio Biafra on October 15 , 2015, 
on charges of sedition, ethnic incitement and treasonable felony. The IPOB and radio 
Biafra represent the most high-profile and radical movement for a separate state of 
Biafra that currently exists in the country. The IPOB and Radio Biafra stepped-up a 
struggle championed by MASSOB but could not continue as the combination of state 
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repression and internal dissent weakened them and introduced deep cracks in its 
organisation. A major faction later tried to expel Uwazuruike, alleging that he had 
compromised the secessionist struggle and deviated into the mainstream of Nigerian 
politics. His attempted expulsion was preceded by the formation of another faction 
that called itself the Biafra Zionist Movement (BZM), which later changed its name 

th
to Biafra Zionist Front (BZF). On the 5  of November 2012, BZM leader Benjamin 
Igwe Onwuka and about 100 members were arrested and charged with treason after 
the group “re-declared the Republic of Biafra” at a rally in Enugu. They were later 
released on bail. But on 8 March 2014, Onwuka and other BZM members were again 
arrested and placed on trial for attempting to seize an Enugu-state-owned radio 
station and broadcast of another Biafra declaration. The detention of BZM members 
has led to a decline of the group's activities. 

However, the weakening of MASSOB and BZM seems to have opened the 
way for IPOB to continue the agitation. The protests by IPOB have heightened 
security fears and tension in the South East and Niger Delta regions of Nigeria, and 
put pressure on the Nigerian government to deal with the agitation (Vanguard, 2015, 
Dec 24, p.4).  

The separatist agitations took a new turn on June 6, 2017 when a group of 
northern youths under the aegis of Coalition of Arewa Youths gave the Igbos a month 
to leave the 19 northern states min what they called 'The Kaduna Declaration'. They 

stwere asked to leave on or before October 1 , 2017. They also said an inventory of 
assets owned in the north by the Igbos would be taken and confiscated at the 
expiration of the ultimatum. The so-called Kaduna Declaration further heightened 
the tensions and the social distance among Nigerians.

The recent upsurge in the demands for a separate Biafra state thus, calls for an 
inquiry into understanding why the agitations have persisted nearly 50 years after the 
Nigerian civil war, the consequences of the recurring agitation, and the possible 
remedies.

Being the longest active separatist movement in Nigeria, an inquiry into 
understanding why the agitations have persisted is timely, as it could provide insights 
into other separatist movements and identify-based conflicts in the country. With 
other separatist movements also simmering in the Niger Delta and the Middle Belt, as 
well as the persistence of the Boko Haram insurgency, it is important to study these 
centrifugal demands in the context of their implications for peace building and 
development.
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Empirical Review 
Few empirical studies exist in relation to pirate broadcasting and/or separatist 
agitations in Nigeria. One of them was done by Adibe (2017). It was entitled 
'Separatist Agitations in Nigeria: Perceived Causes and Trajectories'. The study 
identified five major causes of separatist feelings in the country. The first was 
'Structural Disparity'. The argument was that, there is a big disparity in the geographic 
size and population among the various ethnic, religious, and cultural groups in 
Nigeria; this, makes notions like 'fairness' and 'justice' relative and contentious when 
it comes to access to power and allocation of investments by the federal government. 
It argues that, though the northern part of the country constitutes about 79 per cent of 
Nigeria's land mass and an estimate 53.6 per cent of its population, the region has 
remained much poorer that the south and lags behind in education and in many other 
indices of development. As such, an average northerner believes that the region 
should take the lion share in the government. On the contrary, some people from the 
south perceive such an idea as ridiculous, and that it only exposes the northerners' 
desire to politically dominate the south. Thus, power sharing and access to privileges 
at the federal level are often at the heart of the north-south conflict.
� Secondly, Adibe (2017) identifies 'Transition from Dictatorship to Liberal 
Democracy' as another major cause of separatist feelings in the country. The study 
observes that separatist movements are a global phenomenon, as seen in the 300-
year-old Scottish Separatism Movement and the long-time Quebec separatism in 
Canada. Thus, it is not unusual for some form of separatist agitation to form in low-
trust, multi-ethnic, and multicultural societies such as Nigeria, Ethiopia, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Mali, and Morocco. The desire for groups in a 
country of diverse interests such as Nigeria to yell for self-determination, 
exacerbated by the fact that in newly democratizing states, there is often a tendency 
for pent-up feelings that were not allowed expression during periods of dictatorships 
to be released under the freedom of speech guarantees of liberal democracy. Such 
freedoms of expression understandably, sometimes, include separatist threats 
sometimes, as bargaining chips.�

The number three cause of separatist feelings in Nigeria as identified in that 
study is 'Inability to Conclusively Resolve Group Grievances'. Adibe (2017) 
observes that Nigeria seems to struggle with the skill to conclusively resolve 
grievances by several groups in the country. One of the consequences of this is that 
many groups appear to have institutionalised memories of hurt or perceived sense of 
injustice, which they popularly express as “marginalisation”. This inability to 
conclusively resolve group grievances has contributed to the rise of the notion that 
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only groups with the capacity to hold the state to ransom will have their grievances 
addressed. For instance, some believe that the Yoruba-led National Democratic 
Coalition (NADECO), which vigorously challenged the annulment of the 1993 
election, made the country “ungovernable” and thus, influenced the concession of the 
1999 election to the Yoruba in the person of President Olusegun Obasanjo. 

Similarly, some believe that the protracted violent agitations of the militants 
in the Niger Delta, ,played a role in the choice of Goodluck Jonathan of the Niger 
Delta to be the running mate of Umaru Musa Yar'adua in the 2007 elections in the 
country. Again, many believe that the economic incentives offered to former 
militants in the Niger Delta to quell militancy and destruction of oil pipelines in the 
area may have had the unintended consequences of incentivizing insurgencies and 
violent agitations. In the same vein, some politicians from the south, such as some 
supporters of former President Jonathan, interpreted the Boko Haram challenge in 
the north-east as the North's strategy of laying overwhelming claim to its 
“entitlement” to the presidency in 2015. Thus, it is difficult to know the extent to 
which separatist agitations are mere bargaining chips for groups' assumed 
entitlements versus true attempts at succession.
� The fourth issue raised in the study is the 'Ethnic Factor'. Ethnicity is often 
used as a veneer by the elites to mask their intra-elite and intra-class struggles over 
power and resources. Over time, though, in Nigeria ethnicity has acquired a more 
objective character, tending towards more or less an ideology and a prism through 
which most government measures are filtered. It is also a potent instrument of 
mobilisation. For instance, the fact that Nnamdi Kanu was detained for a long period 
of time and denied bail despite court rulings for him to be so released, stoked ethnic 
solidarity, even from people averse to his brand of rhetoric. The more his ethnic 
brethren use the refusal to grant bail as another instance of injustice against the Igbo 
or more evidence of Buhari's alleged hatred for the Igbo, the more Buhari's kith and 
kin” from the north feel compelled to defend one of their own. In that manner, the 
dominant ethnic groups routinely use threats of secession as bargaining tools when 
things are not going their way.
� Finally, Adibe (2017) notes that separatists tap into groups' grievances. The 
argument here is that separatist movements feed on local grievances by magnifying 
them or making whatever obvious benefits their in-groups get from the Nigerian 
federation to appear less than what other parts of the country get. This makes it easier 
for them to position themselves as liberators or even messiahs to such groups. In this 
way, separatists, including Biafra agitators, often use a shared victimhood narrative 
as a tool of mobilisation and bond-building among the people they claim they are 
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trying to “liberate”.
� For instance, Biafra agitation gained traction after Buhari gave an address at 
the United States Institute for Peace (USIP) on July 22, 2015 where he created the 
impression that he would discriminate against the Igbo for not voting for him in the 
2015 election. Similarly, Buhari's transfer of suspected Boko Haram prisoners from 
elsewhere in the country to a prison in Igbo land early in the life of his government 
without offering any explanations was interpreted by the Biafra agitators as more 
evidence that he hates the Igbos, or that, he has interest in exporting jihadism to Igbo 
land. Biafra agitators have labelled Nigeria a zoo, and too often, chose to see nothing 
good in the Buhari government or even concede that the Igbos have benefitted 
anything from the Nigerian federation (Adibe, 2017).

In another study entitled: 'Biafra Separatism: Causes, Consequences and 
Remedies', Ibeanu, Orji and Iwuamadi (2016) sought to unravel why there is a 
resurgence of the agitation for an independent Biafra state, analyse the elements 
driving the renewed agitations; explore the role of Igbo leaders in the agitations; 
examine the consequences of the recurrent agitations for Biafra; and suggest 
measures and actors that could help in addressing the agitations. The study was 
carried out in ten locations across the Igbo land; namely: Aba, Asaba, Awka, Enugu, 
Mbano, Nsukka, Owerri, Okigwe, Onitsha, and Umuahia. Copies of the 
questionnaire were also sent by email to some Biafra supporters residing in overseas. 
Additional data were derived from interviews with key informants, drawn from 
among former Biafra soldiers, Biafra supporters, academics, security agents, and 
media practitioners. Finally, a content analysis of reports of three daily newspapers 
for the period-January 2010 to June 2015 was conducted.

To understand why agitation for a separate state of Biafra has been persistent, 
Ibeanu, Orji and Iwuamadi (2016) reviewed existing analyses and found that extant 
explanations for the recurrent agitation for Biafra fall into three main strands: (1) 
those that focus on ethnic divisions and competitions, (2) those that focus on 
economic frustrations, and (3) those that focus on state society relations. Ethnicity 
based explanations perceive agitations for Biafra as a response to the failure of the 
Igbo elites to capture federal power, and “a bid for re-inclusion by political actors 
excluded from power”. Analyses focusing on economic frustrations see the agitations 
as a struggle by young people expressing resentments over their deteriorating 
material conditions. Lastly, state-society relations perspective interprets the agitation 
as a “confrontation between state-led nationalism and state-seeking nationalism.

Ibeanu, Orji and Iwuamadi (2016) further note that what ties all the existing 
explanations together is the level of feeling of collective victimisation. The study 

The Nigerian Journal of Communication (TNJC), Vol. 16, No. 1, June 2019



238

conceptualises the Biafra separatist agitations as interactions between inclusion and 
collective exclusion and victimisation. It proposes that during periods when there is a 
high feeling of collective victimisation and low sense of inclusion, separatist 
agitation tends to be high. Conversely, period of high sense of inclusion and low 
feelings of collective victimisation see low levels of separatist agitations.

To further elucidate this postulation, the study makes a distinction between 
“Push Separatism” and “Pull Separatism”. The former is associated with a feeling of 
not being wanted, while the latter is related to a feeling different – while push 
separatism is driven by a feeling of necessity, pull separatism is driven by a feeling of 
freedom. In other words, push separatism arises from a sense of being expelled, while 
pull separatism arises from internal propulsion to leave. The study therefore argues 
that push separatism is highest in situations of high feelings of collective victimhood 
and each unfavourable action triggers the feelings of being unwanted.

The study identifies the feelings of collective victimisation as critical in the 
case of Biafra separatist agitations. It presents evidences that connect the recurring 
agitations to the Biafran war of 1967-1970, especially, to: (1) the grievances that led 
to the outbreak of the war, (2) grievances arising from how the war was fought, and 
(3) grievances emanating from how the post-war settlement was implemented. That 
body of evidence strongly suggests that developments that occurred before, during 
and after the Biafran war engendered particularly deep grievances which have 
created a sense of communal suffering and collective victimhood among the Igbo. 
The study identifies three major factors that have contributed to sustaining and 
reinforcing this sense of victimhood, namely: (1) certain policies and actions of the 
Nigerian government which are perceived to disadvantage the group, (2) acts of 
violence seen to be targeting the group, and (3) the rhetoric of the Igbo elites as well as 
those of other Nigerians.

In analysing the response of the Igbos to alleged victimisation, the study 
argues that the Igbo elite have historically responded to the perceived victimisation of 
the group in two principal ways: by advocating for either more inclusion or for more 
separation. The exclusivist approach represents the attitude of the Igbo elites who see 
greater political, economic and social inclusion of the group as the most effective way 
of addressing the group's victimisation. By contrast, radical-separatists hold that a 
sovereign, independent state of Biafra is the only solution to the victimisation of the 
Igbo. While separatists agree on secession as the only solution to Igbo victimization, 
they differ on how this is to be achieved. They propound three possible routes to 
sovereignty, namely: armed secession, civil disobedience and more lately, 
referendum.
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Ibeanu, Orji and Iwuamadi (2016) further identify the following as the 
possible consequences of the increasing tendency towards radical separatism in the 
area. First, because of the frequent demonstrations by pro-Biafra activists and the 
clashes between them and the security agencies, economic activities are often 
disrupted in locations where these protest frequently occur. In addition to disruption 
of economic activities, pro-Biafra protests have a tendency to discourage 
investments in the region. Third, the recurring agitation for Biafra has regional and 
national security implications; including the chances that mobilisation of potential 
protesters could escalate armed violence and worsen the existing levels of insecurity 
in the area. 

At the national level, recurring agitation for Biafra can intensify existing 
security challenges, such as attacks on Igbos in northern Nigeria and clashes between 
Igbo communities and Fulnai herdsmen in the South. Fourth, as the activities of the 
pro-Biafra movement intensify and widen, the capacity of the security agencies to 
handle the movement in a peaceful and professional manner might tend to decline, 
resulting in serious human rights violations. Fifth, the intensification of the activities 
of radical-separatist groups such as MASSOB and IPOB has a cultural dimension 
which involves an increasing break down of existing forms of inter-generational 
relationships. 

One immediate consequence of this development might be further 
fragmentation of the Igbo society, which could make social consensus and cohesion 
difficult to achieve. Finally, the recurring agitation for Biafra has serious implications 
for political stability and democratic consolidation. With separatist agitations 
simmering in other parts of Nigeria, the persistence of the agitation for Biafra could 
become a rallying point for groups questioning the Nigerian project. Biafra 
separatism can produce a snowball effect - motivating group after group to demand 
for greater autonomy or separation. 

The study concludes that mitigating the negative consequences of the 
recurring agitation for Biafra requires a well thought out conflict resolution strategy; 
however, the current government's strategy for dealing with the Biafra separatist 
movement which focuses mainly on police action has not been very useful in 
addressing the problem (Ibeanu, Orji and Iwuamadi, 2016).

Methodology
This study adopted survey research design. The population is made up of the ten 
states of the federation that make up the defunct Republic of Biafra. It covers where is 
known in the present Nigeria as the South East and the South-South, with the 
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exception of Edo state. The states include: Enugu, , Abia, Imo, Cross River, Anambra
Ebonyi, Bayelsa, Rivers, Delta, and Akwa Ibom states. The area extends over 29,848 

2
square miles (77,310 km ) of land, with the total population of 32,178,054 in the 2006 
census. 

A sample size of 400 was determined with the use of the Taro Yemane 
formula; while the Bowler's proportional allocation procedure aided proportionate 
allocation of sample size to each of the states.

Data Presentation
The data generated are presented and analysed below.

Table 1: Audience Reception of Signals 

 

Reception of 
Signals

 
Enugu

 

Anambra

 

Abia

 

Imo

 

Cross 
River

 
Ebonyi

 

Bayelsa

 

Rivers Delta Akwa 
Ibom

Signals are steady 
and clear

  
22%

 

25%

 

27%

 

29%

 

5%

 

26%

 

10%

 

22%

 

16% 4%

Signals are clear 
but not steady

  25%

 

23%

 

23%

 

21%

 

7%

 

19%

 

18%

 

16%

 

17% 8%

Signals are not 
clear and not steady 

 
 

Signals are not 
clear and not steady

  

Signals are not 
received at all

  

22%

 
 
 

27%
 

  

4%
 

19%

 
 
 

30%
 

  

2% 
 

16%

 
 
 

29%
 

  

5%
 

21%

 
 
 

26%
 

  

3%
 

11%

 
 
 

26%
 

  

51%
 

20%

 
 
 

31%
 

  

4%
 

15%

 
 
 

33%
 

  

24%
 

12%

 
 
 

27%
 

  

23%
 

19%

31%

17%

7%

27%

54%

 

Total  
 

(n=100%)
 

 

(n=100%)  (n=100%)
 

 
 

(n=100%)
 

(n=100%)
 

  

(n=100%)

 
 (n=100%)

 
  (n=100%)

 
 (n=100%) (n=100%)

Data presented above, indicate that Radio Biafra is received in all the states 
studied; though, the strength of the signals and the fidelity of the broadcasts vary 
from state to state. It also presents an empirical evidence of higher listenership to the 
station in the states of the South-East than those of the South-South.  

Table 2: Audience Listenership Pattern

 

Listenership Pattern   Enugu  Anambra  Abia  Imo  Cross 
River  

Ebonyi  Bayelsa  Rivers Delta Akwa 
Ibom

I tune to the 
station always

 

19%  26%  29%  25%  7%  24%  11%  15%  17% 6%

I tune in once 
in a while

 
 

31%
 
26%

 
28%

 
28%

 
14%

 
36%

 
15%

 
24%

 
25% 13%

I don’t tune to 
the station

 

50%

 

48%

 

43%

 

47%

 

79%

 

40%

 

74%

 

61% 58% 81%

 Total 
 

 
(n=100%)

 

 
(n=100%)  

 
(n=100%)

 

 
(n=100%)

 

 
(n=100%)

 

 
 (n=100%)

 

 
 (n=100%)  

 
(n=100%)

 

(n=100%) (n=100%)
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Data on table 2 above show that majority of the respondents do not tune in to the 
programmes of the station, particularly in Akwa Ibom, Cross River and Bayelsa states. 
It also shows that the level of listenership is highest in Abia and Anambra states. 

Figure 1: Showing the Core Messages of Radio Biafra

The above data indicate that core message of the station are recounting 
evidences of marginalization of the people of the region, reiterating their 
resoluteness for referendum, and reporting corruption cases of the Nigerian 
government.

Data presented above show that the station induces sympathy and enthusiasm 
for the Biafra's course, promotes cynicism of the government and her policies and 
programmes, and encourages political apathy among the people. 

Discussion of Findings 
This study was guided by four research questions and objectives. This invariably 
yielded the four major findings elucidated in this section. Research question/objective 
one sought to identify the states where the signals of radio Biafra are received in the 
South-East and South-South region of Nigeria. Data generated indicate that all states 
of the two regions with the exception of Edo alone, receive the radio signals in varying 
degrees, though not steady in many parts. This finding has resemblance with that of 
Adibe (2017)  and Attoh (2015) which found that Biafra agitations is not just a matter 
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of 'Igbo agenda' as referred in some quarters, but indeed, an issue of concern to many 
other ethnic groups in southern part of Nigeria.

The second objective which forms research question two sought to evaluate 
the level of listenership to the station in the region. Generated data surprisingly yields 
that majority of people in the area do not listen to the station. On what constitutes the 
core message of the station, adduced from objective three/research question three, the 
core message of the station are marginalisation of the region, their resoluteness for 
referendum, and perceived evidences that the government of the day is corrupt. This 
finding is consistent with the observations of Abubakar (1992), Aimufua (2007) and 
Alabi (2014). 

The fourth and final objective and research question indicate that the said 
radio station induces sympathy and enthusiasm for the Biafra's cause, promotes 
cynicism of the government and her policies and programmes, and encourages 
political apathy among the people. This is also consistent with the observations of 
Hindatu, Muhammad, Isaac, & Asmat-Nizam (2016), in their study entitled 'Peace 
and Conflict Resolution: Biafra Agitation and Zoning of Presidency in Nigeria' in 
which they contend that the emergence of Radio Biafra is a powerful force for 
inculcating messages of sympathy and enthusiasm for the Biafran course on the 
listeners. 

Recommendations 
The study proposes the following measures to dousing the agitations: 
1. That a well thought out national reconciliation programme be initiated with 

the primary aim of healing the wounds of the past and wooing back all those who 
feel a sense of rejection in the Nigerian state. This is important because one key 
thing that distinguishes the IPOB agitation from other agitations in the country is 
the tendency of the Biafra supporters to present their agitations as a response to 
rejection by the Nigerian state. 

2. As a way of supporting the process of reconciliation, the Nigerian government 
should tone down on its threats of use of force against pro-Biafra protesters, apply 
force with utmost restraint and only in extreme situations, and prosecute violent 
protesters according to the stipulated process of the law.

3. Both Igbo and non-Igbo leaders who support separation should tone down 
their rhetoric. Those who do not should be civil in their condemnations. Doing 
otherwise would amount to adding injury to the already existing sore. 

4. The governments and leaders of the five South East states in particular, should 
establish an economic renewal schemes that would complement the interventions 
by the federal government and other stakeholders, including realistic plans 
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towards improving the investment climate of the region in order to attract private 
sector enterprises that would create more jobs for jobless young people in the 
region.
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