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Abstract
This study analysed the Daily Trust newspaper 
(Northern-axis) and Vanguard newspaper (Southern-
axis) to know the kinds of frames used in reporting such 
stories. Framing theory was used for the study with 
content analysis serving as the methodology. One 
hundred and seventy-six (176) newspapers were 
sampled out of a total of population of 352. Findings 
show that The Vanguard newspaper carried more 
stories on the framers-herders conflict in the conflict 
frames (69); peace frames (72); and emotive 
frames(85), compared to Daily trust newspaper which 
had 10 stories for conflict frames, 60 stories for peace 
frames and 44 stories for emotive frames. For the 
conflict frames the Vanguard newspapers were more 
volatile than the Daily Trust newspaper. This may be 
because of their locations. The Vanguard newspaper is 
more sympathetic to the south and the middle belt 
region of Nigeria, while the Daily Trust newspaper is 
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sympathetic to the Northern region and so the disparity 
and differences in their frames. It was recommended 
that stories on conflict should be framed with a national 
outlook than regional or ethnic or religious 
colourations.

Keywords: Farmers, Herders, Conflict Resolution, 
Framing, Indigenes, Settlers, Relationship, Nigerian 
Newspapers 

Introduction
Nigeria as a nation comprising of many nation-states have come a long way right 
from independence. These nation-states have lived together and carried out socio-
cultural, socio-political and socio-economic activities a priori to colonisation. Also, 
crisis and ethno communal clashes have been witnessed amongst these nation-states, 
and such conflicts have been managed. But with the amalgamation of the 
protectorates as a single indivisible entity, these nation-states began to clamour for 
more recognition and identity in the helm of affairs of the Nigerian state. 

The farmers-herders crisis stems from the fact that indigene/settler 
relationship in Nigeria has gone sour with each of the group claiming the loss of lives 
and properties. While the farmers are claiming the occupation of their farmlands by 
the herders; the herders are claiming the rustling of their cattle (Musa, 2014). 

The mass media in Nigeria is known to have played tremendous and 
commendable role in the attainment of Nigeria's independence. They are equally 
known to have stemmed the tide to regain democracy in Nigeria and have tried to 
sustain it, however, the coverage of some contending national issues have made the 
mass media to be divided along different inclinations. 

The Boko Haram insurgency experienced in the country has left so much 
damage to be desired, but with the unending rift between farmers and herders, 
Nigeria has turned to a refugee camp to its citizens whereby freedom of movement as 
enshrined in the constitution is infringed upon. Mohammed (2018), in his article is 
quoted to have rated the sins of the cattle herdsmen like the ones of the boko haram 
members. This study assessed the Daily Trust newspaper and the Vanguard 
newspaper stories on the farmers/herders crisis and the frames denoted in writing 
such stories to know whether they are peace driven or conflict driven.

Statement of the Problem
There are so many forces contending with the mass media in Nigeria that make the 
media to be entangled in the kind of framing and prominence they accord to stories, 
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their level of occurrence, the angle or direction to stories and even the story type. 
These contending issues are ownership factor, socio-cultural setting of where the 
medium or media are located, socio-political factor known as north-south dichotomy 
or the Lagos-Ibadan axis or press, and a host of other factors like editorial policies, 
religion, political, and regional sentiments. These factors have shaped the Nigerian 
media scene and also affected their kind of reportage in terms of framing national 
issues. It has created a social problem to the audience as some members of the 
audience unconsciously react to some media messages without knowing the latent 
meanings out of such stories and taking sides on national issues. 

This study therefore examines how the farmers-herders conflict is covered by 
selected national dailies from two geo-political zones which are the North and the 
South-South, and proffer possible solutions to the idea of covering national problems 
differently and disparately by the print media. 

Objectives of the Study
The study sought to:
1. examine the extent of coverage of the farmers-herders conflict in the Daily 

Trust & Vanguard newspapers;
2. discover those aspects where the Daily Trust and Vanguard newspapers differ 

in framing the farmers-herders conflict; and
3. to find out how the framing of the farmers-herders conflict in the Daily Trust 

and Vanguard newspapers showcased the need for parties to respect the 
position of the 1999 Constitution on right to life and ownership of 
immovable property.

Research Questions
The following research questions were designed to guide the study:
1. What is the extent of coverage of the farmers-herders conflict in Daily Trust 

and Vanguard newspapers?
2. In what aspects did Daily Trust and Vanguard Newspapers differ on how they 

frame the farmers-herders conflict?
3. Did the framing of the farmers-herders conflict in the Daily Trust and 

Vanguard newspapers     showcase the need for parties in the controversy to 
respect the position of the 1999 Constitution on right to life and ownership of 
immovable property?

Conceptual Clarification and Review of Related Literature
Conflict is a form of human interaction. It is, however, utilised as a last resort when 

The Nigerian Journal of Communication (TNJC), Vol. 16, No. 1, June 2019



108

all other options have been tried. As extreme as conflict is, when managed well, it can 
result in the actualisation of goals and when mismanaged, it can cause serious 
damage to lives and properties. Ukaegbu et al. cited in Ofuoku & Isife (2010) had 
earlier opined that conflict or consensuses are the two main patterns of social 
interactions. Main stream conflict theory view constant antagonism over scarce 
resources as the fundamental cause of conflict between economic agents. All 
conflicts share common qualities. The first is that there is a kind of contact between 
the parties that are involved, secondly, the parties in conflict perceive conflicting 
views and finally, one of the parties always wants to redress existing contradictions 
(Tonah, 2006).  

Culturally, insecurity in the context of herdsmen and farmers relations in 
Nigeria dates back to when in the first instance Fulani people began to feel insecure 
in their place of origin and began to search for solutions outside their place of origin. 
Second, insecurity aroused amongst the non-Fulani farming communities when 
Fulani arrived in their community and engaged in activities that point to attempts to 
dislodge the local community. 

Furthermore, Fulani herdsmen are nomad livestock breeders and in pre-
colonial times their place of origin was the Sahel and semi-arid areas of Futa-Jalon 
Mountains in West Africa. But a result of threat from climatic changes and 
population growth, made herdsmen to move to the savannah and tropical forest 
regions of Southern West Africa and far Northern Nigeria. There migration into far 
Northern Nigeria dates back to the 13th and 14th centuries. 

And after the Uthman Danfodio jihad they began to integrate with the Hausa 
and non-Hausa ethnic groups of the middle belt especially during the dry season; and 
when the number and menace of tsetse flies are reduced in the middle belt of Nigeria. 
Whereas on one hand crop cultivation and livestock farming are both agricultural 
activities among local communities for the purpose of providing food and protein for 
mankind, on the other hand the nomads specialise in livestock breeding particularly 
cattle breeding without crop production. Consequently, differences in climatic 
conditions and changes thereof in the North propelled herdsmen to move across 
regions states like Nasarawa, Plateau, Kaduna, Zamfara, Benue, Taraba, and 
Adamawa. These states have suffered the crisis between farmers and herders.

The conflict between herders and farmers in Nigeria, centred in the Middle 
Belt but spreading southward, has escalated sharply. Since September 2017, at least 
1,500 people have been killed, over 1,300 of them from January to June 2018, 
roughly six-times the number of civilians killed by Boko Haram over the same 
period. The first half of 2018 has seen more than 100 incidents of violence and more 
fatalities than any previous six-month period since the conflict started worsening in 
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2014 (Crises Group Africa Report, 2018).
The surge of violence is concentrated in Plateau, Benue and Nasarawa states 

in the North Central geopolitical zone and in the adjoining Adamawa and Taraba 
states in the North East zone (Crisis Group Africa Report).

In a recent research conducted by Musa et al. (2014), it shows the aggregate 
perception on how acceptable the herdsmen are to the host community. This situation 
suggests that, both the farmers and the herdsmen agreed that herdsmen were not 
accepted by their host communities. This is an indication that any slight provocation 
from the herdsmen could lead to disagreement or conflict between the two user 
groups. The 2018 persistent crises in the Benue, Nassarawa, and Plateau states is a 
clear manifestation of how the two parties feel about each other. 

Musa et al. (2014) describes the causes of conflict between farmers and 
herders. They are:
1. Crop destruction by cattle in the area: Some herders allow their cattle to 

feed on the crops of farmers which result in conflict, police cases, ardos and local 
authorities' interventions. 

2. Contamination of water: In some cases, the streams or rivers which 
villagers utilize as source of water is the same source that cattle breeders also 
allow their cattle to drink from. Once the water is contaminated, the villagers 
complain which sometimes result in conflict 

3. Overgrazing of fallow land: a land left to fallow may be encroached by 
cattle which may result in conflict. However the cow dung equally serves as 
manure.

4. Sexual harassment by Nomads: There have been cases of sexual 
harassment of herders to local farmers; this makes the community hostile to 
herders. 

5. Harassment of nomads by host community: The herders also face some of 
harassment by the locals which the media hardly disseminate. This is one of the 
reasons some herders take laws into their hands and their response after every 
attack is that it is a reprisal.

6. Cattle theft by host communities: Cattle rustling has always being a major 
reason for conflict between farmers and herders. While most communities deny 
such, some herders themselves engage in such illegal act which in some cases; 
the host communities bear the brunt. 

Newsworthy materials by the media are not difficult to ascertain since it is the 
crux of the matter in journalism. However, the bone of contention is how the news is 
presented to the audience at the end of the day. Readers choose to interpret such 
materials using their experiences and pre-dispositions. Several studies conducted on 
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how the mass media operate in Nigeria reveals that the mass media are divided along 
so many lines. Some are socio-political, socio-cultural, geographical and even along 
ethnic and religious lines (Ekeanyanwu & Olaniyan, 2010; Nnanyelugo & Chinedu, 
2013). 

Hence, the audience in this case are left at the mercy of which ever medium 
they choose to appreciate, to furnish them with stories - not cognisant of what the 
media choose to give prominence, what they relegate, the angles the media choose to 
give those stories, the source or sources of the story, who is sponsoring the story and 
all the latent ramifications accorded to what the audience are being fed with as news. 

Consequently, this trend of national dailies taking sides on issues of national 
interest portends danger to Nigeria's existence as a single and indivisible entity. The 
Nigerian media have not positively responded to this call and have continued to 
report serious national issues by taking sides instead of being objective, which is a 
cardinal rule in journalism. Some of the factors that determine how stories are framed 
in a particular medium and the prominence attached to such news are the ownership 
factor, editorial policies and location, ethnic and religious inclinations amongst 
others. This has affected the mass media in being sensitive to issues that could result 
to conflict rather than peace.

For the ownership factor and how it affects news selection and framing; the 
media are types of industries with owners who seek to make profit. One needs to 
know not only who owns what and the prevailing business model for each medium 
(Paxson, 2010:19). This means that the idea of profit making also determines the 
stories that will be given priority in that regard. News on politics and political affairs 
in Nigeria is given more prominence than any other beat. 

For the geographical location, Chudi-oji (2013) also states that in spite of the 
seeming negative implications of government ownership of the media in pluralistic 
Africa and other communist favoured nations, there are other factors which tend to 
have impact on geo-political changes in the Nigerian federation. It includes the 
following: ethnicity, ideological and class cleavages, and religions. Ugboaja in 
Chudi-oji (2013) declares that ownership may not be as strong as geographical 
location in moulding newspaper opinion and reportage in Nigerian circumstances.

Iggers (1999) opines that journalist claim that “we do not make news, we 
only report it”, is seen as a denial of responsibility. This implies that news stories are 
framed based on what the organisations stand for, that is their mission and vision, 
even when they are not clearly spelt out to the audience.

Paxson (2010) posits that mass media do not create reality; rather they create 
a value system for how we look at reality. By implication, since the audience depends 
on the mass media for her information needs, the value attached to the mass media by 

Framing of the Farmers-Herders Crisis in Selected Nigerian Newspapers



111

the audience has led the mass media to shape peoples' opinions basically through 
framing of stories for public consumption. 

Consequently, the killings resulting from the framers-herders conflict have 
severely undermined one of President Buhari's major 2015 campaign pledges – to 
bring security and stability to the country. His inability to curb the escalating 
violence, and particularly his long delay before visiting the hardest-hit states, have 
been roundly condemned in the Middle Belt and south, but also by some northern 
leaders who accuse him of lacking empathy for the groups bearing the brunt of the 
conflict. Already, the opposition People's Democratic Party (PDP) has sought to 
exploit Buhari's perceived weakness. Following the January killings in Benue state, 
key PDP officials, including Chairman Prince Uche Secondus, visited the state to 
offer condolences and to persuade voters that the party is more sensitive to the 
region's travails (Crisis group, 2018). This implies that the crisis in some way is being 
politicised.

The framing theory was chosen as the theoretical guide for this study. The 
theory emanated from the Agenda Setting theory of Cohen (1963) and Gate-Keeping 
theory of Shoemaker (1991) though many scholars like McQuail (1985) and Entman 
(1993). McCombs, Shaw & Weaver (1997) contributed immensely in clarifying the 
scattered conceptualisation of agenda setting, priming, first-level agenda setting and 
second-level agenda setting. Framing is categorised under the second-level agenda 
setting as “indicator salience”. Indicator salience explains how the media tell us to 
think about something (Lee & Maslog in Suleiman-Ozohu, 2013). 

Framing is defined as a way to help construct public views – of social reality. 
It acts as a window around information, to frame the issue, and serves to narrow the 
focus, drawing attention to specific aspects of a subject or idea. Framing can exclude, 
include and emphasize (Dearing & Rogers; Hallahan, in Bryant, 2010).

Chong and Druckman cited in Ozohu-Suleiman (2013) posit that “an issue 
can be viewed from variety of perspectives and can be construed as having 
implications for multiple values or considerations. Framing thus refers to the process 
by which people develop a particular conceptualisation of an issue or reorient their 
thinking about an issue. Framing theory challenges a long accepted and cherished 
tenet of journalism - the notion that news stories can or should be objective. Instead, 
it implies that journalism's role should be to provide a forum in which ideas about the 
social world are routinely presented and debated. The routinely presented farmers-
herders conflict influenced the frames that were built for it whether as conflict 
frames, peace frames or emotive frames.

“The news media, and more specifically print media, serve as valuable 
sources of information and powerful modes of communication” (Entman, 1993). 
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This power controls much of what people understand of events that occur around the 
world on a daily basis. In communication, framing defines how news media 
coverage can shape mass opinion by using these specific frameworks to help guide 
their reader to understanding. Goffman cited in Ozohu-Suleiman (2013) argues that 
“our experience of reality is bound up with our ability to move effortlessly through 
daily life, making sense of situations and the people in them”. 

Consequently, the “interpretive schema” as described by Scheufele (2000), 
used to write the stories on the farmers-herders' conflict explains how this creates 
hatred for one tribe, ethnic and religious division and condescending attitudes among 
Nigerians. For this reason, the framing theory is considered suitable for the study.

Methodology
The study adopted content analysis as the research design. The study content 
analysed two national dailies - The Vanguard newspaper and The Daily Trust 
newspapers. The rationale behind the selection of the papers is that while the former 
represents the southern or Lagos-Ibadan axis, the latter represents the northern axis 
so, their styles of reporting and news presentations are apt to vary depending on the 
axis. 

Population of the Study
The population of the study is a total of 352 newspaper editions beginning from 

st stMonday, 1  January, 2018 to Friday, 31  August 2018 editions of The Daily Trust and 
Vanguard newspapers. Each of the newspapers had a total of 176 editions from 
Monday to Friday. The 352 population size was arrived at by counting all the 
Mondays to Fridays' editions of the newspapers under study. 

Sampling Technique
The non-probability sampling technique was applied in the selection of the samples. 
Asika (2010) posits that in selecting strata, the researcher must ensure that the 
number must be proportional to the stratum's share of the total population. Hence, the 
Vanguard and the Daily Trust newspapers make up the strata of the population. Both 
have 176 editions each. With this stratification of the population, the researcher 
obtained a sample interval which made the systematic selection of the actual 
samples. Asika also gives the procedure as thus: N/n where N is the population and n 
is the sample. In applying the formula to get the sampling interval, I= N/n or 
176/88=2. The sampling interval for this study was 2. Using the systematic random 

ndsampling, the random start of the selection is 2  January, 2018. In consistently 
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thapplying the sampling interval (2), the next nth term is 4  January, 2018 edition of the 
newspapers under study. This was done until 88 editions of the Daily Trust 
newspaper and 88 editions of the Vanguard newspapers were selected as sample. The 
sum total of the sample is 176.

For the content categories, all news stories in the newspapers sampled out 
were analysed whether they appeared as straight news reports, articles/ features, 
editorials, letters/SMS/ online reactions, pictures and cartoons, interviews, and most 
interestingly the headlines. They were content categorised as: 
1. Conflict Frames: this refers to the tone of the stories that reflected some 

elements of discrepancies and harsh choice of words framed like 'blood-
bath', 'blood-letting', 'apocalypse', 'genocidal tribe', 'Fulani terrorists', 
'warning', 'contest', 'disunity', 'failed state' and 'enforcement'.

2. Peace Frames: this refers to the tone of stories that reflected neutrality and 
calmness and with soft words framed as 'stop the killings', 'lasting peace', 
'fulani nomads', 'wakeup call', 'do the needful'. 

3. Emotive Frames: this refers to the tone of the stories that reflected emotions 
and elements of unfairness framed as 'wanton killings', 'reprisals', 'sacred 
cows', 'holy cows', govt. apathy', 'restrain', and 'no land for colonies'. 
The unit of analysis comprises of the small unit of content to be coded in the 

content category. The unit of analysis adopted for the study based on the frames built 
in this study was stories on the Farmers-Herders conflict. Words and phrases that 
form sentences and paragraphs on the Farmers-herders stories were analysed.

The instrument used to collect data for the study was coding sheet. The data 
collected from the field using the code sheet were presented using tables and graphs 
where applicable. 

Data Presentation and Analysis
The data were presented in two phases – the first part takes a look at the units of 
analysis, bringing the number of stories collated from the coding sheet. The second 
part of the analysis covers each of the units presented in tables, and graphs with 
interpretations.

The Nigerian Journal of Communication (TNJC), Vol. 16, No. 1, June 2019



114

Content
Categories

Indicators Daily 
Trust 
Newspap
er

% Vanguard 
Newspaper

%

Conflict 

 

Frames

 

Apocalypse

 

Rain curses

 

Blood-bath

 

Govt. Sponsored

 

Killer herdsmen

 

Civil war

 

Failed state

 

Defend 
yourselves

 

Terrorism/Islamic 
state

 

Unite against 
herdsmen

 

Continuation of 
1804 jihad

 

0

 

1

 

1

 

0

 

4

 

0

 

3

 

1

 

0

 

0

 

0

 

0%

 

10%

 

10%

 

0%

 

40%

 

0%

 

30

 

10%

 

0%

 

0%

 

0%

 

1

 

1

 

6

 

7

 

20

 

8

 

7

 

4

 

6

 

4

 

5

 

1.44%
1.44%
8.69%
10.14%
28.9%
11.5%
10.1%
5.79%
8.69%
5.79%
7.24%

Total/Per

 

cent

 
 

n=10

 

100%

 

n= 69

 

100%

Peace 
Frames

 
Stop the killings

 

Accommodate 
herdsmen

 

Tackle the 
menace

 

Set Commission 
of enquiry

 

Prosecution of 
killers

 

Support the 
security.  
Sheath your 
sword  

15

 

5

 
 

5

 

4

 

10

 
 

16
 

5
 

 

25%

 

8.33%

 
 

8.33%

 

6.66%

 

16.6%

 
 

26.6%
 

8.33%
 

26

 

1

 
 

2

 

6

 

14

 
 

6
 

17
 

 

36.1%
1.38%

2.77%
8.33%
19.4%

8.33%
23.6%

Total/Per  
cent  

 n=60  100%  n=72  100%

Emotive 
Frames

 
 
 
 
 

Shielding 
terrorists

 Heinous/wanton 
reprisals

 Sacred/holy cows

 No to colonies

 
Govt apathy

2
 35

 
 0

 4

 3

 

4.54
 79.54

 
 0

 9.09

 6.81

 

23
 

 4
 7

 32

 19

 

27.05

4.70
8.23
37.64
22.35

Total/Per 
cent

n=44 100% n=85 100%

Framing of the Farmers-Herders Crisis in Selected Nigerian Newspapers

Table 1: Distribution of Frames on the Farmers-Herders conflict 
in the Daily Trust and Vanguard Newspapers
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Table 1 shows the frames in the reports on the farmer-herders conflict in Daily 
Trust and Vanguard newspapers. The Vanguard newspaper carried more stories on the 
framers-herders conflict in the conflict frames (69); peace frames (72); and emotive 
frames(85), compared to Daily trust newspaper which had 10 stories for conflict 
frames, 60 stories for peace frames and 44 stories for emotive frames. For the conflict 
frames the Vanguard newspapers were more volatile than the Daily Trust newspaper. 
This may be because of their locations. The Vanguard newspapers is more sympathetic 
to the south and the middle belt region of Nigeria, while the Daily trust newspaper is 
sympathetic to the Northern region and so the disparity and differences in their frames.  
For the peace and emotive frames, the Vanguard newspaper outweighs the Daily Trust 
newspaper too.

Figure 1: Portrayal of conflict frames in the Daily Trust and Vanguard 
Newspapers

The graph depicts the portrayal of the conflict frames in the two newspapers. 
This implies that there are disparities in the manner the newspapers under study 
reported using the conflict frames.   
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Figure 2: Portrayal of Peace frames in the Daily Trust and Vanguard 
Newspapers

Figure 2 depicts the peace frames in Daily Trust and Vanguard newspapers. 
While Daily Trust newspaper wants the security to be supported; the Vanguard 
newspaper advocates the stoppage of the killings.

Figure 3: Portrayal of Emotive Frames in the Daily Trust and Vanguard 
Newspapers

Figure 3 portrays the emotive frames of the farmers-herders conflict. The 
Daily Trust newspaper emphasised on the implications of how reprisals keep 
aggravating the conflict, while Vanguard newspaper reiterates that colonies are not 
acceptable. 

Framing of the Farmers-Herders Crisis in Selected Nigerian Newspapers



117

Table 2:  Respect for the demands of both farmers and herders

 Daily Trust 
Newspaper 

% Vanguard 
Newspaper 

% 

National Cohesion 
Mutual Trust and respect 
Farmers/herders  Agreement  

27 
8 
34 

39.13% 
11.59% 
49.27% 

12 
3 
5 

60% 
15% 
25% 

Total n=69 100% n=20 100% 

Table 2 describes how the newspapers under study framed the demands of the 
farmers and herders. The Daily Trust newspaper's emphasis is that farmers and 
herders must reach a consensus while the Vanguard newspaper advocates for national 
cohesion.

Table 3: Consequence of the farmers/herders conflict on the nation 

Implications of Farmers-
Herders Conflict 

Daily Trust 
Newspaper 

% Vanguard 
Newspaper 

% 

Threat to national existence 
Threat to Buhari’s administration  
More calls for restructuring 

13 
2 
0 

86.66% 
13.33% 
0% 

23 
8 
11 

54.76% 
19.04% 
26.19% 

Total N= 15 100% n=42 100% 

Table 3 describes the implications of the farmers/herders crises on the nation. 
Both the Daily Trust newspaper and Vanguard newspaper view the conflicts as 'threat 
to national existence”.

Table 4: Call for Action by the Newspapers
Recommendations as 
Framed by the 
Newspapers 

Daily Trust 
Newspaper 

% Vanguard 
Newspaper 

% 

Pro-colony/Grazing res.  
Pro-ranching 
Neutral 
Anti-colony/Grazing res.   
Anti-ranching 

19 
13 
2 
0 
6 

47.5% 
32.5% 
5% 
0% 
15% 

0 
2 
0 
25 
15 

0% 
4.76% 
0% 
59.52% 
35.71% 

TOTAL n=40 100% n=42 100% 

Table 4 explains the recommendations framed by the newspapers on the 
Farmers-herders conflict. The Daily Trust newspaper framed in support of 
“colony/grazing reserve” while Vanguard newspaper framed against 
colony/grazing reserve.
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Discussion of Findings
The study answered the research questions based on the findings. The first research 
question says: What is the extent of coverage of the farmers-herders conflict in Daily 
Trust and Vanguard newspapers?  In Table1, the extent of coverage of the framers-
herders conflict in the national dailies under study is the number of stories on the 
conflict and the prominence given to the conflict. The Vanguard newspaper covered 
the story with a total of 226 stories on peace, conflict and emotive frames, while the 
Daily Trust newspaper reported the story less, with a total of 104 stories for conflict, 
peace and emotive frames. 

This is emphasised in the framing theory which says “we constantly and often 
radically change the way we define or typify situations, actions, and other people as 
we move through time and space. We are able to adjust the schemes to fit specific 
circumstances and other individuals. We don't have only one typification scheme, we 
have whole sets of schemes ranging along various dimensions. But we usually won't 
have any conscious awareness of when we are making these changes. In other words, 
our experience of the world can be constantly shifting, in major ways, yet we may not 
notice these shifts. We can step from one realm of experience to another without 
recognizing that a boundary has been. We don't operate with a limited or fixed set of 
expectations about social roles, objects, or situations (Goffman cited in Ozohu-
Suleiman 2013).

In what aspects did Daily Trust and Vanguard Newspapers differ on how they 
frame the farmers-herders conflict? The Daily Trust and Vanguard newspapers differ 
in their framing because even where peace is required by the two newspapers, the 
display of emotions is higher in the Vanguard newspaper than the Daily Trust 
newspaper. In the consequence of the farmers/herders conflict, the Daily Trust had a 
total of 15 stories while the Vanguard newspaper had 42 news stories. Framing is, on 
the most fundamental level, the combination of words that form a sentence, phrase or 
story that consequently provides a message to its recipient. This message, whether it 
is provided by mass or alternative media, is being framed in some way. 

The Nigerian media applied frame of words like 'fulani herdsmen', 'IS 
(Islamic State)', 'Fulani Terrorists', and etc to stir up arguments in the colouration of 
the farmers-herders conflict. Frank Luntz was the first “professional pollster to 
systematically use the concept of framing as a campaign tool” (Diatram, Scheufele & 
David Tewksbury, 2007) as advertised in his 222-page memo called “Language of the 
21st century,” which was sent to selected members of the U.S. Congress with the 
distinct message: “It's not what you say, it´s how you say it”. The differences in the 
framing of the farmers-herders' conflict by the newspapers under study show that they 
are divided along regional, political, ethnic and religious lines.  

Did the framing of the farmers-herders conflict in the Daily Trust and 
Vanguard newspapers     showcase the need for parties in the controversy to respect 
the position of the 1999 Constitution, on right to life and ownership of immovable 
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property? Both the farmers and the herders have defied the tenets of the Constitution 
to kill, maim, occupy, rustle, and have unleashed all kinds of violence on themselves, 
the citizenry and the whole nation. Sunday Vanguard of March 11, 2018 reported that 
within 10 weeks, 1,351 deaths were witnessed in the country owing to insurgency and 
farmers-herders crises.

Conclusion
This study evaluated the framing of the Farmers-Herders conflict by Daily Trust and 
Vanguard newspapers, which makes the story to be given a political colouration and 
the country more polarised along ethnic, regional and religious lines. The Daily Trust 
and Vanguard newspapers framed the Farmer-herders crises with conflict, peace and 
emotive undertones. The farmers-herders conflict was made dominant and a social 
reality in the mass media. With that, the function of objectivity and reporting for unity 
than disunity were compromised.

Even though the Vanguard newspaper reported the farmers-herders crises 
using more of conflict frames, it equally had some elements of emotive frames than 
peace frames compared to Daily Trust newspaper that recorded peace frames more 
than emotive and conflict frames. Considering the fact that these two newspapers are 
national newspapers in Nigeria, they have in some ways failed in their sensitivity to 
cover or frame the Farmers-herders conflict using a national outlook. The report of 
the Farmers-herders conflict in the two newspapers that were studied failed to raise 
the consciousness of the parties involved to respect the supremacy of the nation's 
Constitution on the right to life and freedom of movement. Mass media role as the 
agenda setters as well as tools for surveillance and national integration, suggests that 
the media especially the print media must promote tolerance among the various 
divides in the country. In addition, the mass media should uphold the provisions of the 
1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, ahead of any other interest. 
Professionalism is another factor to be upheld by the media in the coverage of conflict 
of any sort. This will promote credibility and accountability in the media practices.

Recommendations
In line with the findings of this study, the following recommendations were made:
1. The media should be tools for peace, tolerance and integration; stories on 

conflict should be balanced to prevent the dangers of a one-sided story.
2. Vanguard newspaper should try to reduce sensationalism when reporting 

issues from the northern region. So also the Daily Trust newspaper should also 
consider the yearnings of Nigerians outside the north to understand their cravings. 

3. Both newspapers should make their stories to carry national outlook instead 
of regional outlook, as currently seen in the way the farmers-herders conflict was 
reported in the two newspapers.
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