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Abstract
Mass media reports, ranging from radio and television 

commentaries to newspapers and magazines editorials, 

may present migration in one way or the other thereby 

influencing audience's perceptions and attitudes. The 

media experience can lead people to debate particular 

viewpoint about migration while ignoring many others 

and the media can equally influence the agenda of 

policymakers. This study analyses framing of 

transhumant migration in editorials of two selected 

newspapers Daily Trust and Punch to identify how the 

papers' allegiance to specific viewpoints advance debate 

towards perceptions of the migration and influence  

policy formation for ensuring security of lives and 

property of both the pastoralists and communities. 

Analysis of the findings indicates that the newspapers 

presented a variety of different issues, narratives and 

viewpoints. The findings show that the papers framed or 

gave much emphasis in associating bad news with 

transhumant migrants in the country. Based on this, it is 

recommended that the media be more neutral in such 

sensitive coverage thus justifying the call for futher 

research to ascertain if ownership and routine process of 

news gathering play roles in directing the nature of the 

newspapers' coverage of migration. 

Keywords: Framing, Transhumant Migration, 

Pastoralist Movement, Newspapers, Nigerian
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Introduction
Migration flows have created challenges on the socio-economic and ethnic 

composition of Nigerian communities, resulting in new policy challenges related to 

how the migrants are perceived, the way migration is experienced by communities 

and how the challenges can be addressed. As the challenges become more 

pronounced, some states in the country (such as Ekiti, Taraba and Benue states) have 

enacted laws or processing bills as a way of addressing the migration challenges in 

their communities.    

The migratory flows in Nigeria are mostly by a desire for better economic 

prospects and social facilities.  The Nigeria's 2006 population and housing census 

revealed that more than 10 per cent of Nigerians lived in states other than theirs. A 

survey conducted by the National Population Commission (NPC) in 2010 also 

indicated that 23 per cent of those sampled in the study were migrants. “This shows 

that large number of Nigeria's population is on the move internally,” (Isiugo-Abanihe, 

2014, p.3). The 2010 study reported the distribution of household population by 

migration status where it indicates that migrants constitute at least two fifths of the 

total population in 7 of the 36 states of the country. The flow of migrants across 

geopolitical zones shows that the north-central zone receives more migrants than 

other zones, followed by south-south, south-west and south-east (NPopC, 2010, in 

Isiugo- Abanihe, 2014). 

One of the most common migrations or movements in Nigeria is pastoralists' 

movement.   Pastoralism can be categorised into nomadic, transhumant or agro-

pastoralist based on degree of the movement. Transhumance pastoralism, the 

category under discussion, “is defined as the regular movement of herds between 

fixed points to exploit seasonal availability of pastures” (Maina, 2016, p.56). This 

type of migration in Nigeria involves sending part or the entire herd to access crop 

residue in adjacent farms or graze in open range. In some cases, the movement 

involves even going further southwards as the dry season becomes more severe and 

returning home (north) with the advent of the rains (Maina, 2016). Mobility is central 

to the provision of many of the environmental services required for pastoralism, 

enabling grazing benefits on pastures that are seasonally inaccessible thereby 

allowing intense periodic grazing as opposed to steady-state grazing (WISP, 2008 in 

Momale, 2014). 

The atmosphere or interaction between pastoral and farming communities, 

according to Nigerian Working Group on Peace Building and Governance, is 

extremely bitter and negative. The group suggested that a support should be provided 
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for creative writers, film industries and the media to create new narratives showing 

how the interaction between the two groups could be peaceful and mutually beneficial 

(Gambari et al., 2018). 

Conversely, mass media coverage of migration around the world, is receiving 

unusual attention. The media coverage is both negative and positive, but the 

negativity trend is more general as some studies indicate. A research data between 

2013-2014 shows unfavourable print and online coverage of migration in some 

selected countries with high human development levels (such as Australia, Canada, 

the Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland and the United Kingdom) and more 

unfavourable in sampled countries with lower levels of human development (such as 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam) 

(McAuliffe, Weeks & Koser 2015, in Allen, Blinder, & McNeil, 2018).

On the contrary, there is evidence showing newspapers in New Zealand taking 

a sympathetic approach in reporting the migrants 'after 2000' (Allen, Blinder, & 

McNeil, 2018). A survey of life in Qatar in 2010 also indicates that an overwhelming 

majority of Qatari nationals value the contribution of migrants to the development of 

their country because of their hard work and talents. The respondents agree that 

foreigners make the country more receptive to new cultures (SESRI, 2010 in Hugo, 

Aghazarm, & Appave, 2011).

However, media coverage of migration is not only negative or positive but 

also frames different issues to facilitate understanding and policy formulation. 

Political discourse, media reports and public opinion are said to have much impact on 

policy formulation on the nature, purpose and socio-economic impact of migration 

(Hugo, Aghazarm, & Appave, 2011).  The authors, however, argued that neither 

theory nor research has had as much impact on policy formulation on migration as 

political discourse, media reports and public opinion.
Distorted communication about migration can trigger a 

vicious cycle that leads to misinformation being 

perpetuated through government policy, the mass 

media, the public at large, and vice versa, which can, in 

turn, skew discourse at all levels. … Informing and 

educating the public may be the single most important 

policy tool in all societies grappling with migration, 

since managing migration also involves managing how 

migrants are perceived in society (Hugo, Aghazarm, & 

Appave, 2011, p. 4).

Identifying how migration matters are framed in the media coverage is 
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important. Allen, Blinder, and McNeil (2018) suggested that there is need to give 

more attention to different media systems and how they may (or may not) produce 

different kinds of content regarding migration.

This study analyses newspapers framing of pastoralists' movement which 

may have contributed for or against legislation to ban pastoralism or transhumant 

migration in Nigeria.  Perhaps a better understanding of the media approach may help 

in having an informed national conversation. 

Dzieglewski (2015) argued that it is possible to analyse the issue of migration 

from two opposing perspectives. The first perspective which is micro in nature, leads 

researchers focus on the everyday experiences of those who migrate. “The main 

question in this approach is the question of the inter-subjective meaning of the 

migratory process for the actor and the way the whole process is constructed in the 

form an individual's conceptual map” (Dzieglewski, 2015, p. 173).

The opposite perspective is the macro structural approach (dominant in the 

social sciences) “within which the researcher seeks the understanding of the process 

of migration in its institutionalised, functional sense in relation to structures and 

systems (economy, society, culture, politics, power, etc)” (Dzieglewski, 2015, p. 

173).

Factors that Influence Media Coverage on Migration
It is assumed that the media contribute to our thinking about migration, although the 

way to which they drive actions in any direction depends on many factors that vary in 

different environments.  Allen, Blinder, & McNeil (2018) identify four factors that 

influence media reporting on migration or reasons why media reporting on migration 

vary.

1) Financial reasons: there are financial reasons for particular kinds of 

migration coverage. Most media are largely commercial enterprises and their 

primary responsibility is to sell content effectively in order to keeps the business 

functioning. Therefore, the media organisations need to understand the people 

who are buying their products.

2) Social and organisational factors specific to journalism: media industries 

are increasingly relying on freelance workers “via the gig economy”. This 

insecure employment means that journalists may be reluctant to challenge 

employers on socially controversial issues or to move away from established 

ways of communicating about migration that the organisation perceives to be 

appropriate for their audiences.

3) The day-to-day work of selecting and producing stories: decisions on 
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selecting and producing stories can affect migration coverage – a decision that is 

often related to the agendas of policymakers, routines in selecting what eventually 

get published, the editorial position of the outlet and how much journalists trust 

different sources.

4) Journalists' own backgrounds: journalists background can influence how 

they choose to cover migration, within the constraints (real or perceived) imposed 

by editors, organisations and audiences. For example, journalists with migrant 

background may sometimes bring benefits; it can provide valuable access to key 

groups or signal expertise in a particular situation. 

Aim of the Study
This study identifies how the selected newspapers frame transhumant migration in 

Nigeria and how they structure challenges caused by transhumant migration for 

ensuring security of lives and property of both the pastoralists and communities.

Research Questions
1. How do Daily Trust and Punch frame transhumant migration in Nigeria?

2. How do the selected newspapers frame challenges posed by transhumant 

migration? 

Literature Review
Migration or movement of people, merchandise, and ideas from one location to 

another is a common phenomenon in both developed and developing nations 

(Oyeniyi, 2013). Migration is defined as temporary, short, cyclic, or permanent 

movements of people. It may be voluntary in response to changes and pressures in 

surroundings over time or involuntary as a result of displacement (Barnett and 

Webber, 2010, in Goff, Zarin, & Goodman, 2012). The broader definition of 

migration is one provided by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) as: 
Movement of a person or a group of persons, either 

across an international border or within a state. It is a 

population movement, encompassing any kind of 

movement of people, whatever its length, composition 

and causes; it includes migration of refugees, displaced 

persons, economic migrants, and persons moving for 

other purposes (IOM, 2011).

Pastoralism, however, is defined as a farming system where livestock (such as 
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cattle, sheep, goats, and camels) are taken to different locations to find fresh pastures; 

or simply the extensive grazing of livestock dependent on natural pastures (Momale, 

2014). Pastoralism is said to be an important economic and cultural way of life for 

around 180 to 200 million people throughout the World. Extensive pastoral 

production systems cover about 25% of the earth's terrestrial surface (Convention on 

Biological Diversity, 2010, in Momale, 2014). This mode of production in Nigeria 

involves sending part or the entire herd to graze in open range and in some cases even 

move further southwards where grasses are available as the dry season becomes more 

severe and returning home (north) with the commencement of the rainy season 

(Maina, 2016). 
To further facilitate this movement, governments over 

the years developed grazing reserves and demarcated 

interconnecting stock routes that have been in existence 

for very long time. For access to crop residue on farm, 

pastoralists usually negotiate with farmers. If, however 

any conflict arose from this arrangement including from 

encroachment of farms into stock routes, these are 

usually amicably resolved, with the pastoralist 

sometimes even paying fines. The frequency and level 

of current “self-help” to justice by killing cattle, 

attacking herders or herders attacking farmers is 

unusual. It has almost destroyed the harmonious socio-

economic equilibrium of the mixed farming system 

(Maina, 2016, p. 48).

The Nigerian Working Group on Peace Building and Governance, in a 

memorandum to seek ways out of the herder-farmer crises, argued that the 

pastoralists-farmers' conflicts in Nigeria have grown, spread and intensified over the 

past decade. The situation also poses a threat to the nation's unity and national 

survival. Thousands of people had been killed, communities and properties destroyed 

in an orgy of killings and destruction that is not only destroying livelihoods but also 

affecting national cohesion (Gambari et al., 2018). The group also pointed out that as 

the crises become more frequent, some states have enacted laws or are processing 

bills to prevent open grazing in their territory. According to the Group, there are four 

initiatives so far which are:

1. Ekiti state: Prohibition of cattle and other ruminants grazing in Ekiti, 2016.

2. Taraba state: Anti-open grazing prohibition and ranches establishment bill 

2017. 

Framing Transhumant Migration: Analysis of Pastoralists' Movement in Selected Nigerian Newspapers



7

3. Edo state: A bill to establish the Edo state control of nomadic cattle 

rearing/grazing law and for other purposes.

4. Benue state: A law to prohibit open rearing and grazing of livestock and 

provide for the establishment of ranches and livestock administration, 

regulation and control and for other matters connected therewith, 2017 

(Gambari et al., 2018).

A reviewed paper on conflict between pastoralists and farmers in Nigeria 

summarised causes of conflict between the two groups and risks it pose for the 

security of the country. The paper argues that conflict between pastoralists and 

farmers has existed since the beginning of agriculture, but in West Africa, the 

introduction of inexpensive 'trypanocides' and other veterinary drugs increased herd 

sizes to levels that compelled herders to seek pastures outside their ecological range 

and improved human health has equally increased overall human population and thus 

pressure on arable land. “However, the marked expansion of riverine and valley-

bottom cultivation since the 1980s has meant that herders and farmers are now 

competing very directly for access to river banks with a consequent increase in 

conflict” (Blench, 2010, p. II).

The paper also identified collapse of the burti (migration routes) system, 

declining importance of dairy production, migration and disease, and growth of 

horticulture and fadama (dry season farming) as other sources of friction between the 

pastoralists and the farmers. In Nigeria, in particular, increasing availability of 

modern weapons has also increased and intensified the crisis, (Blench, 2010).

A 2002 research studied new patterns of internal migration in South Africa 

after the country's apartheid era (when the internal migration was more or less 

determined by law). The new patterns were examined by means of a modified gravity 

model, which showed that the relative GDP, the relative unemployment, the relative 

number of reported crimes and kinship were the determinants of internal migration in 

South Africa. The findings showed that internal migration was elastic with respect to 

kinship in three provinces, elastic with respect to the relative number of reported 

crimes in five provinces, elastic with respect to the relative unemployment in three 

provinces and elastic with respect to the relative GDP in five provinces (Boure, 2002). 

The results suggested that South Africans' decisions to move from one province to 

another were substantially responsive to the relative number of reported crimes and 

the relative GDP, but significantly less responsive to kinship and the relative 

unemployment (Boure, 2002).

A 2012 study on climate-induced migration from northern Africa to Europe 
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found that in response to environmental challenges that lead Africans to migrate, 

Africans have demonstrated tremendous adaptive capacity and have some of the 

lowest international migration level in the world. “When Africans do migrate, they 

tend to remain within Africa, relying heavily on existing social and migrants 

network” (Goff, Zarin, & Goodman, 2012, p. 17). Using a security framework, the 

2012 study concluded that many of the scenarios associated with likely future African 

migration into Europe carry low risk, while some have higher security risks. It 

therefore suggested that security planners and policy makers could use this type of 

framework to help shape policies that lower the probability of high-risk scenarios 

while preparing for the more likely low- to moderate risk situations (Goff, Zarin, & 

Goodman, 2012).

In a 2015 study of Polish graduates' migration and its media representations, 

content analysis of media migration representations as seen in four weekly magazines 

between 2004 and 2012 and a narrative analysis of two television series were carried 

out. The study indicated interplay between media representations or narratives and 

popular academic conceptualisations of the effect of migration on young graduates. 

The study concluded that media narratives were mainly focused on the negative 

aspects of migration on a national and regional scale, being more ambivalent in their 

depiction of individual migrants' life stories. “However, the dominant tone of the 

press debate is negative - representing migration as a dangerous process leading to the 

devastation of family life, depopulation, a gap in the labour market and brain drain” 

(Dzieglewski, 2015, p. 187).

Agenda Setting Theory
McCombs (1977) argued that the power of the news media to set a nation's agenda, to 

focus public attention on a few key public issues, is an immense and well-documented 

influence. People do not only acquire factual information about public affairs from 

the news media, but also learn how much importance to attach to a topic on the basis of 

the emphasis placed on it in the news. The agenda-setting hypothesis refers to the 

ability of the media to structure issues, particularly in news, features, editorials, 

documentary and current affairs through which public attention is focused on a 

limited set of issues, while ignoring others. This might result to wide discussion and 

debate on some issues beyond the media by the public (Muazu, 1991).                 

In 2002, Soroko studied how issue attributes and agenda-setting by media 

influence public and policy makers in Canada. The research indicated that issues 
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surveyed suggested three different agenda dynamics. From 1985-1995, inflation was 

a real-world-driven, environmental issue media driven, and debt/deficit issues were 

policy driven. This outcome lends support to the more general notion that there are 

important and traceable interactions between media, public opinion and policy 

makers. “Narrowly conceived, our results demonstrate the value of an agenda-setting 

framework, a means of modelling media effects and the policy process, and the 

importance of attributes in agenda-setting process” (Soroka, 2002, pp. 281-282). 

In another similar study, Batta, Ashong & Bashir in 2013 used framing and 

agenda setting theories and studied discourse in the coverage of climate change issues 

in Nigeria and the implications for public participation opportunities. Content 

analysis of systematically sampled 438 issues from 4380 copies of four purposively 

selected dailies (The Guardian, ThisDay, Punch & Daily Trust) between 2007-2009 

indicated the dominance of climate politics/economics, foreign sourcing of reports, 

straight news formatting of reports  and framing in terms of mitigation  in the framing 

of the papers.

The 2013 study concluded that coverage and framing constrained 

opportunities for popular participation in climate change discourse. However, it also 

suggested that to improve the situation, Nigerian newspapers should broaden the 

scope of climate change coverage and framing, widen local sourcing of reports, 

diversify formats of reporting and frame the issues more in the mould of adaptation to 

boost the involvement of people in climate change discourse. 

Method
Framing: Entman (1993) linked framing to selection and salience. “To frame is to 

select some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a 

communicating text, in such a way as to promote a particular problem definition, 

causal interpretation, evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation for the item 

described” (Entman, 1993, p. 3). From the Entman's definition, framing can be 

understood as a communication source presenting and defining an issue (de Vreese, 

2005). “The act of framing determines what is included and what is excluded; what is 

salient and what is unimportant” (Cappella & Jamieson, 1997, p. 38). They further 

said when scholars speak of framing it may evoke different meaning to say 

photographers or builders. 

Each group offers a way to explain the use of the word. Like the framing of a 

house, a news frame creates a structure on which other elements are built. There is 
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much in a house that is not the frame, but without the frame there is no house. And the 

frame determines the shape of the house. A photographer, on other hand, frames 

his/her subjects by setting boundaries, choosing contexts and selecting and 

manipulating light. The subjects in the photograph are presented in a setting and 

illuminated to create visual effects. The photographer's act of framing binds its 

subjects together in a distinctive way; another photographer framing the same subject 

would produce a recognisably different picture (Cappella & Jamieson, 1997).

This study used manual or human coding in coding stories from the selected 

papers under study. There are two types of coding while framing stories in mass 

media, machine coding and manual or human coding. In machine coding, articles or 

stories are identified via searches (such as key word searches on electronic data 

bases) and typically serve as unit of analysis. Coders then analyse a sample, 

identifying the presence or absence of one of the predefined frames in the story or 

article (Tankard, 2001; Dimitrova et al., 2005 in Chong & Druckman, 2007). 

Manual or human coding, however, is guided by prototypes instead of exact 

terminology and that allows greater flexibility to discover new frames that were not 

identified in the initial coding sheet. However, this added flexibility has a potential 

cost of lower reliability and smaller samples. “In general, checks for inter-coder 

reliability are imperative when manual coding is used” (Chong & Druckman, 2007, 

p. 108). 

This study used a deductive approach in content analysing stories from the 

selected papers. There are two possible approaches to content analysing frames in the 

news: the inductive and the deductive. The inductive involves analysing news stories 

with an open view to attempt to come up with an array of possible frames, beginning 

with very loosely defined conceptions of these frames. The problem with this 

approach is that a study could detect many possible ways in which an issue can be 

framed and the approach is labour-intensive, usually based on a small sample and 

could be difficult to replicate. 

The other approach (deductive) involves predefining certain frames as 

content analytic variables to examine the extent to which these frames occur in news. 

“This approach can be replicated easily, can cope with large samples, and can easily 

detect differences in framing between media” (Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000, p. 94). 

Coverage Frames
This study comes up with seven coverage frames after interaction with media 

coverage migration literature. They are: 
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1. Legal Migration: Any editorial article that portrays the transhumant 

migration as an issue of law and order. For example, the migrants have the 

right to freedom of movement or simply as people on a mission to feed their 

animals.

2. Illegal migration: This has to do with stories that depict the transhumant 

migrants as people on an illegal movement.

3. Security threats: Stories that portray the migrants as threats to the security of 

communities along their ways or linked to terrorist threats.

4. Economic impacts: this frame has to do with editorial substance that 

represents economic benefits of the transhumant migration. 

5. Cultural threats: Any story that shows the movement of pastoralists as threats 

to cultural beliefs and practices of communities falls under this frame.

6. Victims of unfair system: Stories that portray the migrants as victims of unfair 

treatment by government policies, host/farming communities, security 

agencies, etc.

7. Other/no frame: Stories that show only potpourri issues related to pastoralists 

and farmers relationship but not in any way linked to their movements fall 

under this frame. 

Sampling Technique: Purposive sampling was used in selecting editorial 

contents analysed in this study and 458 stories from October 2017 to March 2018 

pertaining to the transhumant migration were selected from the two selected 

newspapers Daily Trust and Punch.

Findings
The selected newspapers framed various stories about the pastoralists' movement in 

the country. The papers ran a total of 458 stories from October 2017 to March 2018 

pertaining to the transhumant migration. Daily Trust framed 205 (44.8%) and Punch 

253 (55.2%) editorial articles. As Table 1 showed, all the papers reported security 

threats frame 228 (49.8%) more than any other frame in their reporting of the 

migration. There are 37 (8.1%) editorial content under other/no frame category, 

mostly opinion articles and letters to the editor, containing stories that show potpourri 

issues related to pastoralists and farmers' relationship but not related to the migration. 

The other/no frame stories are not included in the remainder of the discussion because 

they are considered to be opinion of the writers not necessarily of the newspaper 

organisations. 
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                     Month  Newspaper  Total  
Daily Trust  Punch  

 

October 2017  
   18  20  38  

 
8.8%

 
7.9%

 
8.3%

 

November 2017
 

   
21

 
21

 
42

 

 
10.2%

 
8.3%

 
9.2%

 
December 2017

 
   

17
 

16
 

33
 

 
8.3%

 
6.3%

 
7.2%

 
January 2018

81 99 180

39.5% 39.1% 39.3%

Table 1: Framed Stories by Newspaper

Frame Newspaper  Total  
Daily Trust  Punch  

 

Cultural Threats 
 12   17  29  

 41.4%  58.6%  100.0%  

Economic Impacts
 

 
10

   
13

 
23

 

 
43.5%

 
56.5%

 
100.0%

 
Illegal Migration

 
  

8
    

29
 

37
 

 
21.6%

 
78.4%

 
100.0%

 
Legal Migration

 
 

45
     

31
 

76
 

 
59.2%

 
40.8%

 
100.0%

 
Other/No Frame

 
 

13

     

24

 

37

 

 

35.1%

 

64.9%

 

100.0%

 Security Threats

 
 

100

    

128

 

228

 

 

43.9%

 

56.1%

 

100.0%

 Victims of Unfair 
System

 
 

17

     

11

 

28

 

 

60.7%

 

39.3%

 

100.0%

 Total
205 253 458

44.8% 55.2% 100.0%

 

While the newspapers framed a number of stories which considered 

transhumant movement as legal, economic impact 23 (5.0%), victims of unfair 

system 28 (6.1%) and cultural threats 29 (6.3%) frames were the least reported frames 

in their coverage of the migration as the findings indicated.   The newspaper framed 

more pastoralists migration related stories in early 2018 compared to stories framed at 

the end of 2017 as shown in Table 2. In January in particular, the papers have almost 

40% of their total coverage within the period of the study in the month.   

Table 2: Newspaper by Month of Publication
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February 2018

 
   

36

 

50

 

86

 

17.6%

 

19.8%

 

18.8%

March 2018

 
 

32

 

47

 

79

 

15.6%

 

18.6%

 

17.2%

Total
205 253 458

100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

The migration stories were mostly framed in the inside pages of the 

newspapers. The Daily Trust has 177 (86.3%) inside pages, 21 (10.2%) front page and 

7 (3.4%) stories framed at the back page of the paper. The Punch has 214 (84.6%) 

inside pages stories, 34 (13.4%) front page and 5 (2.0%) back page stories framed to 

report the migration. The newspapers have 11 (2.4%) editorials about the migration 

within the period of the study; hard news content constitutes 333 (72.7%) and feature 

articles 61 (13.3%). Opinion articles and letters to the editor make up the remaining 

percentage.  

Discussion
Findings in this study indicated that the studied newspapers, Daily Trust and Punch 

used almost similar approach to informing the public about transhumant migration in 

Nigeria. However, although the number of total migration stories framed by the 

papers was not similar and the difference in framing the stories between the papers is 

noteworthy as Table 1 indicated. The findings also showed that the papers reported or 

gave much emphasis in associating bad news with transhumant migrants around the 

country.

Out of the 458 stories framed by the papers pertaining to the transhumant 

migration in the period of the study, 288 stories representing almost 50% were framed 

to either report stories that portray the migrants as threats to the security of 

communities along their ways, as responsible for attacks or destruction of farming 

communities or linked to terrorist threats. For example, in an October 18 story 

published by Daily Trust, Benue State Governor Samuel Ortom directed security 

personnel to arrest leaders of the Fulani socio-cultural group, the Miyetti Allah for 

opposing implementation of the Anti-Open Grazing law in the state. The governor 

said Miyetti Allah had taken the state government to court, adding that, “but I don't see 

how they'll come and over run Benue and make it ungovernable, it's not going to be 

accepted. …we don't see how somebody will sit somewhere and say we should not 

implement a law that has restored peace in our place” (Wakili, 2017, p. 3).
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In another January 3, story titled herdsmen kill 20, burn houses in fresh Benue 

attacks, the Punch reported how Fulani herdsmen invaded parts of the Guma and 

Logo local government areas of the state on New Year's Day. The attacks, according to 

the paper, came on the heels of the implementation of the anti-open grazing law, which 

the Fulani herdsmen considered detrimental to their means of livelihood. “They 

would enter any particular compound, and knock at the door. Once you open your 

door, they will capture you and slaughter you,” an anonymous source told the Punch 

correspondents (Folarin, Charles, & Muhammed, 2018, p. 9).

In another story published by the Punch on March 8, former governor of Ekiti 

State, Ayodele Fayose called on the international community to institute a fact-finding 

and dig deeper into the killings in Nigeria. He said “How would you want us to believe 

that the Nigerian Army cannot engage herdsmen, cannot engage Boko Haram. It 

seems that the reason for the coming of President Buhari to secure Nigeria has been 

defeated in all areas” (Atoyebi, Ogundele, & Idowu, 2018, p. 4).

In the same story, the Catholic Archbishop of Ibadan Metropolitan See, 

Archbishop Gabriel Abegunrin was reported to have accused the president of 

encouraging the herdsmen for his failure to declare them as terrorists group.

Other variables in which the papers further portray the negative narrative 

about the transhumant migration as the findings showed include stories that frame the 

pastoralists as illegal migrants or as threats to cultural beliefs of the farming 

communities.

This study falls in-line with arguments by previous studies that show media 

associating bad news with migrants (Hugo, Aghazarm, & Appave, 2011; Allen, 

Blinder, & McNeil, 2018). Negative narratives from the findings in this study, were 

more than twice as visible as favourable content and the gap was a bit more 

pronounced in the framing of the Punch newspaper than that of the Daily Trust.  

Allen Blinder and McNeil (2018) also argued that there is need to be cautious 

about the negativity narrative because it is not unique to migration coverage. They 

said journalists usually give emphasis to problems across most topics, “bad news 

makes news” as it is the case among many media organisations. More so, changes in 

traditional media and proliferation of social media provide opportunities for migrants 

to tell their side of the story by highlighting positive aspects of migration.

Conversely, the newspapers framed stories that show economic impacts of the 

transhumant migration and others that portray the pastoralists as victims of unfair 

system in the country though with very law percentages as Table 1 indicated.

In a November 26 feature article titled how herder's exodus is affecting 
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Benue's economy, Daily Trust reported how cattle business was negatively affected 

two weeks after the enforcement of the open grazing law in the state. 

Mohammed Haruna Jakiri, Vice Chairman of the National Butchers Union 

(NBU) in the state, told the paper that the period was certainly not the best of times for 

their business as the effect of the law had caused them economic hardship. He said: 

“Since some of the Fulani herders left the state over their inability to settle for the new 

law, the prices of cows have skyrocketed” (Abah, 2017).

February 5, story published by the Punch reported Kano State Governor, 

Abdullahi Umar Ganduje calling on all Fulani herdsmen in some parts of the country, 

especially in Benue and Taraba states, to migrate to the state. The article showed that 

as the pastoralists received unfair treatments by some states, Kano had “vast grazing 

land” to accommodate them and their cattle. The governor said: “I am inviting 

herdsmen from all parts of Nigeria to relocate to Kano because we have enough 

facilities to accommodate them” (Alechenu, Akasike, Charles, & Odogwu, 2018, p. 

14).

The findings are not only about negative or positive accounts, but also present 

variety of different metaphors, rhetoric and viewpoints to set agenda towards shaping 

how people think about the transhumant migration or justify a policy or legislation 

regarding the movement and this is consistent with McCombs (1977) and Mu'azu 

(1991) arguments as regard to agenda setting theory. 

Conclusion
The conclusion of this study is that the main tone of the selected newspapers' framing 

about the transhumant migration in Nigeria is negative, representing the migration as 

a dangerous process leading to killings and destruction that is not only destroying 

livelihoods but also affecting the nation's march to national unity and economic 

development.

However this study argues that the tone of the newspapers can be attributed to their 

structure, ownership, and routine process of news gathering adopted by the journalists 

in the country. Further research is therefore recommended to find out how the 

structure of Nigerian newspapers, ownership patterns, and routine process of news 

gathering play roles in directing the nature of the newspapers' coverage of migration. 

Ultimately, newspaper practitioners should truly become professionals in the 

discharge of their journalistic duties as anything short of this could plunge the nation 

into deeper crisis.
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