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Abstract
This paper analyses the coverage of migration stories by 
select Nigerian national daily newspapers. The 
newspaper just like other types of media is one of the 
most viable means of information in Nigeria. Millions 
of Nigerians look forward to the newspaper every day to 
keep up with recent happenings around them. One of 
such recent happenings is the issue of migration. 
Migration stories have remained fluid because of the 
need for people to move to supposedly places where the 
pasture is greener, the dangers associated with the 
movement, and the recent news like selling of migrants 
in Libya; torture, rape, and the death of migrants caused 
basically by human traffickers who feed on the 
desperation of these migrants. The selected daily 
national newspapers are The Sun, Guardian and Punch. 
Content analysis was adopted for this study to examine 
the major migration stories mostly reported in the 
media, as well as direction and prominence level 
accorded the stories. The study spanned a period of 12 
months (January – December 2017). The Agenda 
Setting and Social Responsibility theories provided the 
theoretical framework for the study. Findings from this 
study reveal that the Nigerian newspapers did not give 
adequate or in-depth coverage to migration as only 21 
stories were reported in this category. Migrants are also 
often depicted as victims in the framing analysis of most 
migration stories amongst others results. Based on 
these, it is recommended that the Nigerian press must 
step up her reportage of migration stories by ensuring 
that such stories are given adequate attention, and given 
in-depth analysis through media genres like editorials, 
opinion articles and even special pull outs with details.
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Introduction 
Migration is a global issue that has many faces and dimensions depending on nations 
and cultures. The phenomenon of migration has been on-going for a long time even 
during the biblical times. The book of Exodus in the Bible talks about migration of the 
Jews from Egypt to Canaan. The history of migration is, in fact, coterminous with the 
history of human society itself. We take it to be a given, that members of a human 
community will continue to live in a specific locale if they are, in fact, completely 
happy and satisfied with their life and activities in the said locale. But the history of 
human communities tells us that this scenario is the exception rather than the rule. In 
reality, segments of a society will migrate from their place of on-going domicile to 
another community whenever there is a sufficiently strong trigger situation at their 
place of origin, and a sufficiently powerful incentive at the prospective community of 
destination. Students of migration refer to these factors as “push” and “pull” forces, 
respectively.  

Gordon (2003) asserts that Nigerians have a long tradition of mobility, but the 
volume, form and direction of the emigration has changed over time. Although 
Nigeria is traditionally an important destination for migrants in the region, there are 
more people emigrating from, than immigrating to, Nigeria. The net migration rate 
(per 1,000 people) has increasingly become negative in recent years, decreasing from 
-0.2 in 2000 to -0.3 in 2005. This trend is expected to continue. According to recent 
estimates, the net migration rate will decrease.  Estimates made by the Development 
Research Centre on Migration, Globalisation and Poverty (DRC), based on the 2000 
Census Round, indicate that 1,041,284 Nigerian nationals live abroad (DRC, 2007). 
Most Nigerians abroad live in Sudan (24%), rather than the United States (14%) or the 
United Kingdom (9%). Many Nigerian emigrants also settle in neighbouring 
Cameroon (8%) or Ghana (5%). 

These statistics are, however, dated today as the situation has drastically 
changed. More Nigerians now live in US, UK and Canada than any African country.

Gordon (2013) expatiates that in the first decades after independence in 1960, 
thousands of Nigerians moved to other West African countries looking for work. The 
most important destinations were the neighbouring countries of Cameroon and 
Benin, as well as Ghana, Sierra Leone and Liberia farther West. At the same time, 
there was also significant immigration to Nigeria from other countries in the region, 
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predominantly from Ghana. Adepoju (2004) explains that the migration flows 
between West African countries also included large numbers of women, often 
independent business women. In the 1980s, West Africa suffered a financial crisis, 
and Ghana and Nigeria each deported about 1 million of each other's citizens because 
of increasing unemployment.

The IOM 2018 reports states that internally more than 10 per cent of Nigerians 
live in states other than their states of birth and people in Ogun, Kwara, Osun, and Imo 
states are known to be the most migratory with more than 21 per cent living in other 
states.

 The media as the watchdog of the society not only mirror the society but set 
agenda for the citizens thus determining what issues are given prominence in the 
media. In the discharge of these roles, there are slant and even framing issues 
depending on what is considered newsworthy by the media organisation per time. 

The media contribute to a perception that migration and immigration is in 
perpetual crisis, which influences policy monitoring and reforms. There is a 
symbiosis between media and policy: politicians, media and academics provides the 
language for talking about migration and immigration and thus set the agenda and 
frames the stories take. A certain policy focus is transmitted from government to 
media. The media then turn the policy to news stories and elicit feedback, which in 
turn feeds into the policy discourse. In addition to driving policy, “media panics” and 
leaves the society catching cold about issues not well treated or handled.

Statement of the Problem
The issues of migration and its attendant economic and social consequences can only 
be fully understood if the media as the watchdog of the society, purveyor of truth and 
the agenda setter of the society are able to bring the migration issues to the front 
burner of national discourse. It is important to understand that migration can be either 
negative or positive depending on the nature and purposes of the migration. 
Migration can occur through refugees/asylum seeking, labour migration, 
studentship, tourists, and visitors and the issue of irregular migrants who make 
genuine visit for a grace period of 90 days and refuse to either renew or return back to 
their country.  

Threadgold (2009) affirms this opinion when he stated that print and 
broadcast media in the United Kingdom cover only a very narrow range of migration 
stories focusing on only asylum seekers, immigration seekers, refugee, immigrant, 
and migrant workers.  He further asserts that the media normally use a “template” to 
frame stories about migration. These frames generally conflate all migration with 
asylum, make the migrant the victim and the object and show migration as a problem. 
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In the light of this summation therefore, the question therefore becomes: What is the 
nature of reportage given to migration stories in Nigerian dailies? What are the 
common “themes” or “templates” that migration issues have been forced into to give 
a semblance of reportage? These posers and the attempt to answer them form the 
problem that necessitated this investigation.

Objectives of the Study 
The objectives of this study were to:
1. ascertain the depth of coverage and reportage given to migration stories by 

The Punch, Daily Sun and the Guardian newspapers;
2. examine the level of prominence accorded migration stories by The Punch, 

Daily Sun and the Guardian newspapers; 
3. find out the dominant themes reported by The Punch, Daily Sun and the 

Guardian newspapers as it concerns migration; and 
4. To ascertain if the portrayals of migration in the select national daily 

newspapers are positive, negative or balanced?

Research Questions 
1. What is the depth of coverage and reportage given to migration stories by The 

Punch, Daily Sun and the Guardian newspapers? 
2. What is the level of prominence accorded migration stories by The Punch, 

Daily Sun and the Guardian newspapers?
3. What are the dominant themes reported by The Punch, Daily Sun and the 

Guardian newspapers as it concerns migration?
4. Is the portrayal of migration in the select National daily newspapers positive, 

negative or balanced?

Literature Review
The Concept of Migration
Migration as defined by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO, 2006), is a 
“movement of people, either within a country or across international borders”. It 
includes all kinds of movements, irrespective of the drivers, duration and 
voluntary/involuntary nature. It encompasses economic migrants, distress migrants, 
internally displaced persons (IDPs), refugees and asylum seekers, returnees and 
people moving for other purposes, including for education and family reunification”. 
Migration is the movement of people over defined space and over time, that is, 
relocation of people from their usual and/or current place of residence to another and 
residing in the new location (destination) for twelve calendar months or more. 
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Most interstate migrations are circulatory in nature and involve temporary 
and usually repetitive movement of a migrant worker, trader between home (origin) 
and host (destination) areas, typically for the purpose of employment and trading 
among other purposes. It represents an established pattern of population mobility, 
whether cross-country or rural-urban. These movements are influenced by both 
exogenous and endogenous factors that predispose the migration process. Exogenous 
factors include economic differentials, decision-making process of individuals that 
shape their aspiration and perception of potential places to move to and social-
economic networks that affect the migration dynamics. 

Ikwuyatum (2006) is of the opinion, however, that the endogenous factors, 
relate to the decision-making process of individuals that shape their aspiration and 
perception of potential places to move to and social-economic networks that affect 
the migration dynamics. No West African country is insulated from global trends and 
shocks. Our responses to these trends and shocks in terms of choice of livelihood 
options detail our aspirations, experiences, constraints, and opportunities. While 
urbanites are seeking opportunities and fleeing abroad to fill labour vacuums, rural 
dwellers are replacing them and creating new urban concentrations of populations in 
globally induced opportunity zones.

Types of Migration 
Migration is the movement of people from one place to another to live. Emigrants 
leave their country, while immigrants enter a country. Migration impacts on both the 
place left behind, and on the place where migrants settle. People have many reasons 
why they might want to move from one place to another. These reasons may be 
economic, social, political, religious or environmental. For migration to take place 
there are usually push factors and pull factors at work. Push factors are the reasons 
that make someone decide to move. This is their own experience of life in one place 
which gives them good reasons to leave it. Other push factors are negative things such 
as unemployment, crop failure, droughts, flooding, war, poor education opportunities 
or poor services, and amenities. Pull factors, on the other hand, are the expectations 
which attract people to the new place. They are usually positive things such as job 
opportunities, a better standard of living, better education or better healthcare. 

Many people choose to migrate. These are voluntary migrants. Many are 
economic migrants. An economic migrant is not a legal classification but rather an 
umbrella term for a wide array of people that move from one country to another to 
advance their economic and professional prospects. Other voluntary migrants 
include older dependents who want to live somewhere warm and sunny in their 
retirement. However, many other people have no choice and are forced to leave their 
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homes. These are involuntary migrants. Their lives and homes may be in danger due 
to war or a natural disaster. These people are also called refugees. 

There are different types of migration such as counter-urbanisation, 
emigration, immigration, internal migration, international migration, and rural-urban 
migration. 

Counter Urbanisation is a demographic and social process whereby people 
move from urban areas to rural areas. In our clime this happens when you have 
retirees who usually leave the city life to rural areas in nearness to their local folks and 
even contribute to the local politics of the rural areas.

Media Coverage of Migration 
Phillips (2008) is of the opinion that the way immigration is covered as well as the 
way it is framed in the national media is important determinants of natives' 
perceptions towards immigration. However, little conclusive evidence has been 
produced to this effect. She buttress the fact that there is a scientifically conclusive 
evidence of the existing inter-connection between the birth and making of a narrative 
of migration on one side, and the news coverage provided, on the other. This does not 
imply, of course, getting to a definitive understanding of which actor – the media or 
their readers – that is indeed driving the action, as in the old “chicken or egg” causality 
dilemma: “…the relationship between natives' attitudes and news on immigration 
involves some endogeneity problems, since the direction of the causality is unclear. 

Invariably, Phillips (2008) through her research shows that natives' 
perceptions depend significantly on the presence of other newsworthy events, which 
are clearly unrelated to sentiments toward immigration such as the Olympic Games or 
natural and technological disasters, but crowd out news on immigration. We argue 
that this is evidence of the persuasive power of media in shaping natives' perceptions.

Country reports on media coverage confirmed that once a negative discourse 
on migrants or ethnic minorities was established it tended to remain prevalent. This 
became a 'fixed repertoire', where event coverage involved a repetitive chain of 
statements, actions and conclusions (for example in the coverage of protests against 
immigrant settlements in Italian metropolitan areas, resolved with public order 
intervention and segregation). It was found that journalists provided a reading of the 
events which shaped hostility and was markedly different to the perceptions of 
inhabitants of neighbourhoods that had become the focus of reporting (because of 
conflicts, protests, or decay) and that they did not recognise themselves or their 
positions in the way their problems or lives were shown in the media. 

Pearson (2010) asserts that in Italy and Greece news coverage was found to be 
fuelling hysteria or alarm about (the settlement of) immigrants, an alarm which was 
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then appeased by police operations. An anti-immigrant consensus was constructed in 
the Italian press coverage on such cases, by combining several forms of stereotypical 
and negative portrayal supported by representations of 'public opinion', or directly 
through the mobilisation by political authorities

Consequently the  media coverage of migration in recent times have been 
reduced  to four predominant categories, “a set of limited topics” here the  claims are 
that the media  – draws the line for an effective “confinement of coverage”: namely, 
“Immigration and associated debates over numbers, illegal entry, fraudulent 
activities, forms of confinement and control, and the threat to society, culture and 
nation; crime with special attention given to radicalised crime such as mugging, 
rioting, drug offences, prostitution, and violent offences; cultural difference, which is 
often inflated, negatively interpreted and linked to social problems, including inner 
city decline and unemployment; ethnic relations, including inter-ethnic tension, 
violence and discrimination.

Theoretical Framework
This study is anchored on two theories namely: Agenda Setting and Social 
Responsibility.

The Agenda Setting Theory
This theory according to Baran and Davis (2009) clearly establishes that there is an 
important relationship between media report and people's ranking of public issues. 
The theory explains the correlation between the rate at which the media cover a story, 
and the extent that people think that story is important. The theory posits that the 
media lead the public in assigning relative importance to various public issues 
(Miller, 2002). Thus, the media agenda influences the public agenda by giving more 
space and time as well as more prominence to some issues. That is, if the media 
highlight an issue, the issue is likely to be seen as an important item on the public 
agenda (Miller, 2002). However, if the media decide to ignore an issue, no matter how 
crucial it is to the development of the society, such issue may not be the subject of 
public debate.

Social Responsibility Theory
According to Okunna (2002), the Social Responsibility theory basically emphasises 
the responsibility of the press to report every aspect of the society. Umechukwu 
(2004), commenting on the theory asserted that the press in any given society should 
be responsible in the performance of its functions. McQuail (2005) emphasised that 
the social responsibility of the press to provide a full, truthful, comprehensive, and 
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intelligent account of the day's events in a context which gives them meaning, serve as 
a forum for the exchange of comment and criticism and be a common carrier of the 
public expression and give a representative picture of constituent groups in society 
and also present and clarify the goals and values of society. Based on this premise, the 
Social Responsibility theory is relevant to this study because the citizens has to know 
what is happening in the society and the press that has been bestowed with the 
responsibility to report events, must take responsibility in fulfilling this duty. Hence, 
the coverage of migration issues in Nigeria is like a civic obligation or responsibility 
of the media to focus on and report adequately.

Research Methodology 
This study adopted content analysis, which according to Babbie (2013), is the study 
of recorded human communications such as books, magazines, bulletin board 
postings on the internet, laws, and constitutions as well as any components or 
collection thereof. The content of newspapers on migration will be sorted out for 
analysis. In doing so, depth of coverage and prominence/importance of stories on 
migration formed the categories while the unit of measurement and stories were 
news, features, editorials, and investigative reports.

Population of the Study 
The target populations for this research were the copies of The Punch, The Sun and 

stGuardian newspapers covering a period of one year, beginning from 1  January 2017 
st

to 31  December, 2017. It is from these targeted newspaper editions that the 
researchers relied on as an accurate and representative sample for study. The 
population amounted to a total of 1,095 which is the total editions of the three 
newspapers for the year namely 365 x 3 dailies (the Guardian, The Punch and the Sun 
newspapers).

Sample Size and Sampling Procedure 
The sample size of this study was made of three purposively selected newspapers. 
They are The Punch, The Sun and Guardian newspapers. This sample was considered 
adequate because according to Nwana (1981) cited in Okiki (2013), if a population is 
in many hundreds, one needs a sample size of 20%. Babbie (2013) averts that 
purposive sampling is often desired when there is need to sample on the basis of 
knowledge of the population.

This study adopted multi-stage sampling technique. At first, three newspapers 
were purposively selected for the study. They are The Punch, The Sun and the 
Guardian newspapers. The newspapers were also selected because of their national 
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coverage, perceived popularity and accessibility. Also, the authors considered that the 
newspapers are daily newspapers circulating nationally in Nigeria, in their selection. 
It is believed that further studies could be done by other scholars on newspapers not 
studied here. Systematic sampling was used in selecting the days to be studied. Rather 
than studying all the days of the week, four days were studied as a week (constructed 
week). Selected days are Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. To determine 
the sample size, the Taro Yamani formula was used and we arrived at a total of 293 
editions of the three daily newspapers as the sample size.
� Unit of analysis for this study includes news such as straight news stories, 
interview stories, features news stories, investigative news stories and interpretative 
news stories. Also, opinion such as opinion features, column, editorial and letter to the 
editor were considered. Pictorials were considered as cartoon, photographs and 
illustrations. Other categories that did not fit into any of the above classifications were 
classified as others. All these were counted.
� The following Content categories were employed in the study to help guide 
the coding of the selected newspaper samples: 
1. Modern Slavery: This is migration stories focusing on modern slavery,  

forced labour etc.
2. Human Trafficking: This includes migration stories on trafficking in 

persons.
3. International Migrants Day: This includes stories on Force Migration and 

Irregular Migration. 
4. Internally Displaced Person (IDP): This includes migration stories of 

persons displayed from their ancestral homes because of war or conflicts.
5. Refugees: This category includes migration stories of persons seeking 

refugee status in another country.
6. Asylum Seekers: This category includes migration stories of persons seeking 

asylum or protection in another country because their life or existence is 
threatened in the country of origin.

7. Visa Application/Lottery: This category of migration stories includes 
persons who are moving to other nations on the basis of visa lotteries they 
won.

8. Rural Migration: This category of migration stories focus on persons 
moving from rural communities to urban communities in the same country. 

For the Inter-Coder Reliability, Holsti's Formula is adopted thus:
R   = �      2M
    N  + N1 2

Where: 
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M = the number of coding decisions which two coders agree 
N1 & N2 = the number of coding decisions by the first and second coder respectively. 
The inter-coder reliability was 
     2(167)� �
  167 + 169
CR = � 334

336
= 0.9940476190
The calculation above yielded 0.99 reliability figure. This calculation indicated high 
reliability.

Data Presentation and Analysis
Table 1: Migration coverage in select newspapers

Newspapers Information  
Issues 

% 

The Guardian   4 2 2 5 
The Punch  9 6 5 7 
The Sun   3 1 1 8 
Total   16 9 10 0 

Findings from the analysis show that a total of 169 related stories occurred in 
the three newspapers content analysed. The Punch led in the total coverage of 
migration in the three newspapers with a total of 96 stories (57%) while Guardian had 
42 stories (25%) and the Sun had the least coverage of stories on migration with 31 
(18%).This table therefore shows that there is a proof of under coverage of migration 
in the three national dailies.
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Table 2 looks at how the three national dailies gave coverage of migration 
based on the content categories that were developed for this study. The findings 
reveal that stories on human trafficking, Internally Displayed Person (IDP) and 
Refugees matters were given more coverage. The Punch newspaper reported Human 
trafficking issues (33%) The Guardian (21%) and the Sun (16%).The implication 
from table 2 is that the three national dailies gave more attention to three predominant 
migration stories in their reportage namely human trafficking/trafficking in persons, 
internally displayed persons and refugees matters more than other migration stories.

Table 3:   Prominence accorded of migration (Prominence variables)

Newspapers  High  % Medium  % Low  % Total  % 
The Guardian   0 0 8 42 3 4 23 4 2 2 5 
The Punch  0 0 1 2 47 8 4 57 9 6 5 7 
The Sun   0 0 2 11 2 9 20 3 1 1 8 
Total   0 0 2 2 13 14 7 87 16 9 100 

 Table 3 gives us an indication of the prominence accorded migration in the 
three national dailies. The parameters used in gauging prominence were High, for 
stories placed on the front, back and editorial pages. Medium for stories captured in 
special pages, pull outs and supplements, while Low, rated stories buried in the inside 
pages.

Based on this parameter therefore, none of the national dailies considered 
stories on migration important enough to make the front or back page. However, of the 
169 stories, 22 stories or (13%) were accorded moderate prominence because they 
were mostly contained in where you have international news. A total of 147 stories 
received low prominence because they were tucked away in the inside pages.

Table 4: Depth of coverage of migration (Depth Variables)  
Newspapers Detail   % Illustration  % Attribution  % Total  % 
Guardian   5 2 4 3 3 24 4 3 3 4 2 25 
The Punch  1 3 6 2 7 6 56 7 5 8 9 6 57 
The Sun  3 1 4 2 7 20 1 8 3 1 18 
Total   2 1 1 2 13 6 80 1 2 7 16 9 100 
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Finding from Table 4 indicates that stories on migration that had details came 
more from the Punch (13 stories or 62%) while the Guardian had 5 stories with details 
representing 24% and the Sun had only 3 stories (14%). It is important to note that by 
details here we mean stories that are clearly written with explanation and 
interpretation. Illustrations mean stories that are written with picture and other info 
graphics.
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Newspapers  Positive  Negative   Balance  

 Coverage  %  Coverage  %  Coverage  Coverage  %  Total
The Guardian   3  2     5  3                9  2        6  0  0  4        2  2         5
The Punch   8  6     7  

8                1
 

5        5
 7              8       7  9        6  5         7

The Punch
  
1

 
8

 
2                9

 
1        9

 
1             

 
1       2

 
3        1

 
1         8

Total
  
1          2

 
7

 
1       4       9

 
8        8

 
8

 
5

 
1   6   9

 
1   0    0

 Table 5 shows how the three national dailies portrayed migration stories. The variables 
on portrayal included Positive, where the positive dimension in terms of economic 
gains or migration is portrayed as contributing to economic growth of the society, 
where the migrant is originating form. Negative - where migration is framed as evil, 
self-seeking and even from a victim perspective. Balance here refers to coverage or 
reportage that seeks to give a two-sided analysis of what drives migration. Based on 
these variables, therefore Table 5 shows that 149 stories representing 88% were 
depicted in negative light, while only 12 stories representing 7% were portrayed in 
positive light.

Table 6: Newspaper presentation format of migration
Total  

2 
6 
1

 
9

 

Newspapers  News/ features  % Editorial /Opinion  % Special page/section  % 
The Guardian   3 9 25 2 20 1 25 4
The Punch  8 7 56 6 60 3 75 9
The Sun

  
2 9

 
19

 
2

 
20

 
0

 
0

 
3

Total
  

15 5
 

92
 

1 0
 

6
 

4
 

2
 

16

 

Table 6 gives us an indication about the formats in which coverage of 
migration stories were presented. The format categories included news and features, 
editorial and opinion articles, special pages or section, or pull out. The table indicated 
that of a table of 169 stories in migration in the three national dailies, 159 items 
representing 92% were straight news, while 6 stories were treated as editorials and 
opinion articles. It is important to state here that information on migration often come 
reported in news format because of the nature of their occurrence. 

Table 7: Distribution of Monthly Migration Reports/Coverage

Newspapers   Jan  
 
Feb.   Mar   Apr   May   June   July   Aug   Sept   Oct  

 N   %  N  %  N  %  N  %  N  %  N  %  N  %  N  %  N  %  N  

The Guardian  1  2  3  7  4  10  2  5  5  12  0  0  4  1 0  2  5  3  7  8  
 N   %  N  %  N  %  N  %  N  %  N  %  N  %  N  %  N  %  N  

The Punch  16  1 0  7  7  10  10  4  4  11  11  3  3  7  7  5  5  7  7  3  

The Sun
 

3
 

1 0
 

3
 
10

 
4

 
13

 
1

 
3

 
4

 
13

 
4

 
1 3

 
1

 
3

 
3

 
7

 
2

 
6

 
1

 

 

 

%
1
%
3  

3
 

 

9  
 

No

N
3  

N
5  

2
 

v

 

 

  

%
7
%
5
6

 
 
 

 
 

De

N

N

4

6

1

c

 
 
 

8
 

 

 

%
1
%
1
1

 

 

4  
 

9  

3
 

Total  

N
42  

N
96  

31
 

 %

 

5
1

 

 

 

25  

%  

7  

8

Table 5: Portrayal of migration issues

Table 7 shows that the peak coverage period for migration issues in all the 
three national dailies were in the month of December, with the Punch 
having the highest number of stories covered 18 (19%) the Guardian have 
6 stories (14%). N here stands for the number of stories covered for the 
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month.

Discussion of Findings
This section discusses the findings of this study in relation to four research questions 
posed in the study.

Research Question One: What is the depth of coverage and reportage given to 
migration stories by The Punch, Daily Sun and the Guardian newspapers?
The data presented in Table 1 are helpful in providing answer to this question. The 
data showed that a total of 169 stories were counted in the three national dailies 
namely: Guardian, The Punch and The Sun. This data reveals a significant under-
coverage of migration issues. The answer to research question one therefore is that the 
media did not report issues about migration like they do about politics, education, and 
sports etc. Buonfino (2004) assets that the politicisation of migration is inextricably 
linked to its mediatisation and these invariably affect the ways in which events and 
issues are presented in the media. Thus, the media see migration not only as news but 
complex news that sometimes bothers on national security and intricate web of 
complexes and as such they are usually careful in their reportage. Invariable 
therefore, the coverage on migration may tend to increase when something 
sensational and emotion-laden accompanied migration stories

Research Question two: What is the level of prominence accorded migration 
stories by the Guardian, The Punch and the Sun newspapers?
The answer to research question 2 can be gleaned from table 3. The parameters used in 
gauging were high for stories placed in the front, back and editorial pages. Medium 
for stories captured in special pages, pull outs and supplements, while low-rated 
stories are buried in the inside pages. Based on these parameters therefore, none of the 
national dailies studied considered stories on migration important enough to make it 
front page news. However, of the 169 stories, 22 stories (13%) were accorded 
moderate prominence because they were mostly contained in where you have 
international news. A total of 147 stories (87%) received low prominence because 
they were tucked away in the inside pages of the newspapers.

Concerning depth, table 4 examined depth in terms of details, illustration and 
attribution. The table shows that of all the three papers, only 21 stories out of a total of 
169 stories had details, this represent 12% of the entire coverage. However, the 
illustration profile of the coverage on migration was somewhat better than the details. 
A total of 136 stories were reported with illustration of photograph and illustrations 
thus represented 80% of the entire stories covered. It is worth pointing out that in 
terms of the depth profile of the coverage of migration issues, the Punch did quite well 
by achieving 57% in terms of detail, illustration, and attribution. Overall, therefore in 
assessing prominence and depth of coverage given to migration stories, it is still 
below the required bench mark.
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In analysing the media and their agenda setting function, one can deduce that 
the media have not played that role well given the failure to assign prominence and 
depth to the coverage of migration in the national dailies. Migration has brought 
torture, rape, and untold death to many including Nigerians. That the Nigerian 
newspapers are not giving prominence and in-depth coverage to the issue beats ones 
imagination.

Research Question Three: What are the dominant themes reported by The 
Punch, Daily Sun and the Guardian newspapers as it concerns migration?
Migration covers a number of themes and in this study the content categories were 
listed to cover most of these themes. Table 2 gives us a clear picture of the themes that 
dominated the newspaper coverage. They are Human trafficking and trafficking in 
persons, which accounted for 27% of the total coverage. This is followed by 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDP), which accounted for 24% of the coverage while 
Refugees accounted for 17% of the total coverage in the three national dailies. Other 
issues that were also covered in the three Dailies were the issues of rural-urban 
migration and Asylum seekers which were mainly in the international news pages.

According to a report issued after the just concluded workshop in Benin for 
journalist reporting Migration Issues, the workshop agreed that for journalist, 
reporting issues of migration and regular migration is a delicate issue that involve first 
empathy and then utmost professionalism. To better cover migration, we need to 
ensure that we know the context because the migration phenomenon is both regional 
and global in context. This is because in migration context, a report is more than just a 
label. Although news outlets approach the issue of migration or the 'migration crisis' 
or 'refugee crisis' as it is often called, with divergent styles, they have one thing in 
common: they all label people fleeing conflict and other hardship as 'migrants, 
''refugees, ''immigrants,' or 'asylum seekers.' This seemingly neutral use of legal and 
policy terms in fact serves to facilitate, purposely or unconsciously, a hostile 
migration debate in European societies. Even when seeking and claiming to cover 
migration with the greatest respect for truth and accuracy, news media offer a 
platform for creating socially-constructed meanings and connotations of these terms 
by simply using them when reporting.

Research Question Four: Is the portrayal of migration in the select National 
daily newspapers positive, negative or balanced?
Table 5 focuses on how the three national dailies portray migration. The variable on 
portrayal included positive where migration issues are depicted as contributing to the 
economic gains. Negative portrayal depicts where migration is seen as evil, 
retrogressive and from a victim perspective in answering the research question form 
about how migration issues are depicted. Table 5 shows that 149 stories representing 
88% were depicted as negative, while only 12 stories representing 7% were portrayed 
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in positive light. Only 8 stories (5%) were given balance treatment.
To understand media coverage of migration, one must understand the 

relationship between media corporations and government and between journalists 
and their political sources. The policy focus is transmitted to news workers and the 
stories media organisations produce (with that focus in mind) feed back into policy 
discourse. Understanding the professional and newsroom cultures in which 
journalists work - and the commercial, ratings, and marketing cultures that influence 
them - is a complicated proposition. The United Nations International Organization 
for Migration (IOM) in her reports argues that the coverage of migration in Nigeria as 
in other countries was presented by media largely as a crisis for national states rather 
than for the international community. The largely neutral media reporting at the 
beginning changed over the year, giving way to increasingly negative coverage of 
refugees. In the press, there were almost double the numbers of negative articles as 
positive articles, while the number of neutral reports remained somehow constant.

Conclusion 
Migration can be said to be as old as mankind, and as development and 
industrialisation drives society, migration will always be in the front burner of 
countries, and the international scene. The issues of migration should be given 
adequate attention in terms of policy, narrative and even context by the government of 
Nigeria by ensuring a detailed vision and plan for making lives in the rural area worth 
living through the provision of basic amenities that will help halt the rural-urban drift.

Recommendations 
1. Efforts should be made by media practitioners to step up coverage on 

migration through effective and detailed reporting of all issues associated 
with it.

2. In order to make the reportage of migration issues attractive, comprehensible 
and even meaningful to the average newspaper reader, newspapers should 
strive to use not only colour photograph but also illustrations and other info-
graphics that will help space readers' interest.

3. Also, media must step up her reportage of migration issues by ensuring that 
coverage of migration and its related matters are given the adequate attention 
it deserves, through editorial writings, opinion pages, and even special pull 
out with detail. More importantly, it should be elevated to the status where it 
can occupy prominent position in the newspapers.

4. To build capacity for journalists to equip them for effective reportage of 
migration related issues, educational institutions and journalism institutes 
must update their curriculum to cater for the emergent issues in migration 
such as refugees, immigrant and even forced migration matters.
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