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Abstract 
This paper examines the 2017 migrants` slavery saga in 
Libya and how selected Nigerian newspapers reported 
the issue before and after the Cable News Network 
(CNN) report of the slavery incident. The paper sets out 
to ascertain the frequency of report on migration by the 
newspapers; determine, through the story genres used, if 
the Libya slavery saga was discussed in the newspapers` 
editorials; and to know the prominence given to 
migration stories by The Guardian, Vanguard, and The 
Nigerian Observer newspapers that were selected 
through the purposive sampling technique. Content 
Analysis research method was used for the study and the 
major instrument used in the coding system is the Coding 
sheet. Results show that Nigerian newspapers` reporting 
of migration stories was low until CNN broke the story 
of Libyans selling migrants. Further results also show 
that the frequency of migration stories in the Nigerian 
newspapers has returned to the low status after the Libya 
selling migrant saga. Based on the results of this study, 
we conclude that the Nigerian media should conduct 
investigations to unravel the root causes of illegal 
migration as well as continue to enlighten the citizens 
about the dangers of illegal migration through their 
reportage and investigation journalism efforts. 
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Introduction
The Cable News Network (CNN) broadcast of November 14, 2017 showing 
immigrants being auctioned off as slaves in Libya for as little as $400 each sent shock 
waves across the world, and elicited reactions and condemnation of the acts across the 
globe. CNN also claims being told of slave markets at nine locations across Libya, and 
believes that many more auctions take place each month in the territory controlled by 
the United Nations-backed Libyan Government of National Accord (GNA), but 
others are not reported because the GNA does not control the entire country (Razek & 
Said-Moorhouse, 2017). 

The CNN report was followed with outcry from all corners of the globe, with 
some nations recalling their Ambassadors from Libya, some protesters even rallied 
outside Libyan Embassies across Africa and in Europe. Reacting to the report, 
France's President Emmanuel Macron calls the practice of selling migrants as slaves 
"a crime against humanity" and vows to press for sanctions (CNN, 2017), while 
Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari expressed shock at how his compatriots were 
being treated “like goats” (Quackenbush, 2017). United Nations Chief Antonio 
Guterres said he was horrified; and African Union Chief, Alpha Conde was outraged 
with the incident (Lawal, 2018). 

However, it is pertinent to know that these illegal and nefarious activities have 
been going on for a long time. According to Senna (2017), aid workers, rights groups 
and analysts have been shouting about rape, torture, and forced work for thousands of 
black Africans in the war-torn Libya but nobody listened, this was confirmed by the 
International Organisation for Migration (IOM) (IOM, 2017). The countries whose 
citizens were involved and the international community never took it seriously 
because the media did not amplify it until the CNN`s Nima Elbagir report where she 
interviewed a Nigerian victim from Edo State, Victory Imasuen, which jolted the 
audience. Subsequently, the talk about illegal migration seems to have died down 
since the media have “moved on” to reporting other “breaking news” after the concern 
on slavery that greeted the CNN report. 

The Libya slave saga has not only brought the discussion about migration, 
domestically and internationally, to the fore, but it has warranted the need to 
investigate the role of the media when it comes to playing their surveillance of the 
environment role to the society by constantly reporting the goings on around them. 
Most times, the media act as the 'hit and run' driver who only report a news event when 
it is 'hot' and refuse to do follow-up reports on them; and this seems to be what has 
happened to migration issues in Nigerian newspapers. This must be the reason Nwosu 
(1996, p. 103) declares that the manner of media coverage of events in Nigeria reflects 
the “Vulture Reporting Hypothesis”. He explains that Vulture Reporting Hypothesis 
simply states that the media feast on an issue or newsworthy incident while it is hot and 
abandons it after it has cooled down. 

Considering the central position the media occupy in the society, citizens 
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