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Abstract
Factors like unemployment, unstable political 

conditions, wars, and environmental factors force 

nationals to flee their home countries to foreign ones. 

This quest to move to 'greener pastures' sometimes 

creates undue tensions such as competition for 

employment and businesses between migrants and 

nationals of their adoptive countries. This results in 

unfortunate incidents, hostility, and suspicions between 

the two groups. Nigerians have from 1998 till date 

suffered xenophobic attacks from South Africans; a 

country most migrated to, in search of work and 

businesses with the collapse of Apartheid in 1994. This 

study is a discourse analysis of newspaper reports of 

Nigeria's Federal Government's official reactions to 

these attacks bearing in mind frequency of these 

attacks, incessant loss of lives and properties and the 

need to elicit responses from South African government 

and her officials with the view to stop the attacks. The 

Public Rhetoric and Source Credibility theories were 
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used as framework for the analysis. These theories 

upheld assumptions guiding the study that words 

spoken by recognised persons can achieve desired 

effects when carried out using strategic approaches.  

Government's responses which include those from the 

Presidency and National Assembly were analysed to 

determine the persuasiveness and rationalisations they 

gave to stop such xenophobic attacks on Nigerians. 

Findings revealed vacuity, lack of organisation or 

uniformity in Governments' reactions. Based on the 

findings, it is recommended that Government 

spokespersons maintain unity of purpose in 

communication, cohesiveness, and impact in speeches, 

to generate positive and proactive responses from South 

African Government and people.
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