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Abstract
In recent years, substantial extrapolations as to the 
theory of democracy has come to agree that democracy 
works best as a conversation in which people cross-
fertilize ideas to discover their common problems, 
opportunities, and concerns. Hence, democracy should 
parade robust information environment through which 
citizens come to know vital issues of the day as well as 
engage in critical-rational conversation on such matter 
of concerns en route formation and crystallisation of 
public opinion. Within this purview, new media offers 
lifeline to emigrant Nigerians hitherto alienated from 
large scale and vigorous citizens conversations on 
homeland's matters of public concern. Chiefly, online 
political forum, largely identified as the closet 
manifestation of digital democracy, has been feted as 
engendering Diasporic public sphere, a transnational 
extension of Habermas concept of public sphere tied to 
hitherto Westphalian nation-state system. Within this 
theoretical eulogy of online forum, the study explores, 
using survey method, the use of Nairaland.com, 
Nigeria's biggest online forum, by emigrant Nigerians 
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for political deliberation. The findings reveal 
substantial activeness of respondents on the medium as 
well as moderate use of the online forum for political 
deliberations. It was then recommended that 
government should leverage on this positive disposition 
of Diaspora to online-based democratic participation to 
design an e-democracy platform as a way of harnessing 
Nigerian social capital worldwide. This, it is hoped, will 
lead to an all-inclusive good governance structures in a 
nation that is in dire need of such.
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