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Abstract
Kofi Annan, former Secretary-General of the United 

Nations had in 2006 during the United Nations High 

Level Dialogue on Migration and Development held in 

New York said that nearly 200 million people were 

living outside their countries of birth. Nigeria and many 

other countries of the world witness an influx of 

migrants – expatriates, students, businessmen etc. How 

do these people fair in the age of communication 

technology. It is believed and studies show that ICTs 

have become indispensable tools for acclimatising and 

coping by migrants in their new countries of residence. 

ICTs increase interconnections in global economy, 

media, knowledge sharing and archiving. Logging on 

the internet, surfing the web, browsing and posting 

information that is accessible regardless of locations 

have become common activities nowadays. New 

communica t ion  t echno log ies  coup led  wi th 

developments in transportation and cultural change now 

make people think beyond their borders. Consequently, 

this study explored how migrants in Akwa Ibom State 

have utilised ICTs to their advantage. The study is 

centred on skilled, middle-level and unskilled non-

Nigerian migrants. The study adopted the survey design 

as well as the purposive sampling technique in its 

investigation. It out found out that a majority (52%) of 

the migrants studied possessed adequate skills in ICT, 
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employed several ICT applications for their daily 

communication needs although they faced challenges of 

epileptic power supply and poor internet networks. 

Based on these findings, it is recommended that the 

Nigerian government should upgrade her broadband 

technology in order to enhance internet access for 

migrants in remote places in Akwa Ibom State. It is also 

recommended that the Nigerian government should 

improve power supply in various parts of the country, 

Akwa Ibom state inclusive.
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