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Abstract
The study was informed by a 
controversy raised in a book written by 
a Colombian lady (Zambrano, 2009) 
who said she died and went to hell 
where she saw many people among 
which was a young boy who went to hell 
because he was watching Ben 10 films 
which led him to disobey his parents. 
Nigeria is a deeply religious country 
and many Christians in Nigeria who had 
read the book branded Ben 10 cartoon 
film a tool of the devil. The survey 
method was adopted for this study. 
Questionnaire distribution and depth 
interviews were used as data gathering 
techniques for this survey research. The 
study was aimed at ascertaining from 
mothers whose children are exposed to 
Ben 10 films, the nature of influence, if 
any, exposure to Ben 10 film had on 
their children. The results revealed that 
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mothers in Nigeria agreed that there was 
a level of influence of Ben 10 films on 
behaviour of their children, and this 
influence was both positive and 
negative but not evil. The study 
recommended strict parental guide on 
children's exposure to animation and 
other movies to ensure that children do 
not expose themselves to movies with 
harmful content.
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Introduction
After the printing press, the most important invention in 
communication technology till date has been television. In Nigeria 
today, television is a household medium and a major source of 
everyday information, education and entertainment (Nwabueze, 
2006). It is a key instrument of socialization that has strong 
influence on human behavior, including the young and the old 
(Nwabueze, 2006). 

Cartoons are the most frequent and easily accessible 
sources of entertainment for children (Bibi and Zehra, 2012). With 
the vast media channels, it has become easier for children to watch 
their favourite cartoons on a single click and at the same time more 
convenient for parents to provide children with this all-time 
favourite activity of theirs (Bibi and Zebra, 2012). Time 
previously spent by children in out-door activities is now replaced 
by constant glue to television sets for long hours, peering at all 
sorts of cartoons, mostly without the supervision of elders who are 
completely unaware that this might have certain effects on 
children's behavior. This constant exposure of children to 
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